
 cognizancejournal.com 

Amalia E. Roldan et al, Cognizance Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, Vol.2, Issue.5, May 2022, pg. 75-80 
(An Open Accessible, Multidisciplinary, Fully Refereed and Peer Reviewed Journal)  

ISSN: 0976-7797 
Impact Factor: 4.843 

©2022, Cognizance Journal, cognizancejournal.com, All Rights Reserved                                            75 

AN ASSESSMENT OF ENGLISH PERFORMANCE 

ACHIEVEMENT: BASIS FOR POLICY 

DIRECTION AND INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

 
Amalia E. Roldan, PhD 

Associate Professor V 

Occidental Mindoro State College, Philippines 

amaliaroldan081665@gmail.com  

 

 

Nimfa B. Pastrana, RPm,PhD 

Associate Professor III 

Occidental Mindoro State College, Philippines 

nimfapastranab@gmail.com  

 
DOI: 10.47760/cognizance.2022.v02i05.006 

 
Abstract: The purpose of this study is to monitor and evaluate the English Performance of the 

respondents in a tertiary state college from their first year to the second year of their stay in the 

institution. One hundred twenty sophomore students across colleges were used in the study. One group 

pre-test and post-test design was used to determine the increase in the English performance of the 

respondents. The results of their Diagnostic Test in English taken during their first year college were 

used as the basis of their pre-test. To see if there is a difference in their performance in English after 

taking English subjects in first year and second year of stay in the institution, they were asked to take 

again the same diagnostic test. Results of their first take and second take of the test were compared 

using the t-test for a dependent sample of means. To evaluate the test, the results of the test per 

component were scrutinized and analyzed to determine the strengths and weaknesses of the students. 

Results of the analysis showed that there is a significant difference in the performance of the 

respondents in the first take and second take of the test. Most of the students got high scores on nouns, 

pronouns and adjectives, conjunction, and preposition; however, low mean scores were reported on 

identifying adverbs, tenses of the verb, vocabulary, and essay. The weak areas of the students are 

recommended for possible intervention. Based on the findings, it is concluded that generally, (1) there 

is a marked increase in scores in the second take of the English Diagnostic Test across all colleges; (2) 

There is no significant difference in the English performance of the respondents in the first and 

second take of the test.(3) the strengths of the students in English are noun, pronoun, adjectives, 

conjunction and preposition.The weak areas of the students are adverbs, verbs, vocabulary, and essays.  
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Introduction 
A fundamental goal of education is to equip students with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to think critically, solve complex problems, and succeed in the 21st
 century society and 

economy. Measurement of such knowledge and skills is essential to tracking students’ 

development and assessing the effectiveness of educational policies and practices. Education and 

psychological science have investigated these issues in nearly complete separation. Education 

researchers have used many measures of learning, but recent research has drawn primarily on 

standardized achievement tests designed to assess students’ mastery of content standards in core 

academic subjects. What is unknown, and crucial for informing educational policy, is whether 

general educational practices that increase academic performance also have a positive impact on 

basic cognitive skills.  

Schools traditionally focus on teaching knowledge and skills in content areas, such as 

mathematics and language arts. The use of such knowledge can be referred to as crystallized 

intelligence. In contrast, fluid intelligence refers to the ability to solve novel problems 

independent of acquired knowledge. The strong relation between cognitive ability and academic 

performance suggests that schools that are particularly effective in improving academic 

performance may also improve domain-independent cognitive skills. Assessing student 

achievement can also identify the students’ academic difficulties which will provide as basis to 

evolve a responsive and functional guidance program that will redound to holistic student 

development. 

This study was conducted to measure students’ crystallized intelligence in English as an 

index in measuring their achievements in the said subject.  

 

Objective of the Study 

The main purpose of this study is to measure the improvement of the English 

performance of the respondents one year after admission to the College. Specifically, it sought to  

1. determine the students’ Performance in English subject upon entry in college. 

2. assess the students’ performance in English on their second year of stay in college. 

3. test if there is a significant difference in the students’ performance in English upon 

their entry and on their second year of stay in college. 

4. determine the strengths and weak areas of students’ performance in English 

 

Methodology 

The researchers used one group pre-test and post-test design to determine the increased 

performance of the respondents in English. The results of their Diagnostic Test in English taken 

during their first year of college were used as the basis of their pre-test. To see if there is 

difference in their performance in English after taking English subjects in the first year and 

second year of stay in the institution, they were asked to take again the same diagnostic test. 

Results of their first take and second take of the test were compared using the t-test for a 

dependent sample of means. To evaluate the test, the results of the test per component were 

scrutinized and analyzed to determine the strengths and weaknesses of the students. 
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The respondents of the study were 120 sophomore students across colleges who were 

chosen  randomly. 

Mean distribution was used to determine the English performance of the respondents 

upon entry into college and in the second year of their stay in the college.  T-test for dependent 

means determines the significant difference between the first take and second take of their 

Diagnostic test in English. 

Respondents’ Performance in English Upon Entry in College 

The respondents’  performance in English upon entry into College was determined using 

the Diagnostic test in English.  The students are grouped according to their respective colleges to 

see their performance per college. Fig. 1 reveals that of the five colleges, the highest 

performance is obtained by the College of Teacher Education(CTE) while the lower mean grades 

are obtained by the College of Business Administration and Management (CBAM) and College 

of Criminal Justice Education (CCJE). With an overall mean of 80, the performance of the 

respondents in English upon entry into college is satisfactory. 

               

 

Scale: 75-79 = Fairly Satisfactory; 80-84 = Satisfactory; 85-89 = Very Satisfactory;  90-100 = Outstanding 

  

Fig. 1. Respondents’ Performance in English Upon Entry into College 

 Respondents’ Performance in English in their Second Year of Stay in College 

Figure 2 presents the respondents’ performance in English in the second year of stay in 

college. After taking 2 English courses, the students were asked to take again the Diagnostic Test 

in English to determine if their level of performance had increased. With the overall mean of 81, 

the performance of the respondents in English in their second year of stay in the college showed 

a small increase. Respondents’ performance after one year of stay in the college is satisfactory 

(overall mean= 83). 
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Scale: 75-79 = Fairly Satisfactory; 80-84 = Satisfactory; 85-89 = Very Satisfactory;  90-100 = Outstanding 

 

Figure 2. Respondents’ Performance in English in their Second Year of Stay in College 

 

Table 3 reveals that when the overall mean scores of the respondents in English 

performance upon admission and one year after were compared, there was no statistically 

significant difference found.  

 

Table 3.  Comparison Between the Respondents’ English performance upon their entry   

                and their second year of stay in the college. 

 Before After Mean t- p- Interpretation 

 Difference Value Value 

English Performance 80 83 2 5.048 .388 Not 

Significant 

 

Respondents’ Strengths and weak areas in the Diagnostic Test in English  

Figure 3 presents the performance of the respondents in the different content areas 

included in the Diagnostic test. Most of the students got high scores on nouns, pronouns and 

adjectives, conjunction, and preposition; however, low mean scores were reported on identifying 

adverb, tenses of the verb, vocabulary, and essays. The weak areas of the students are 

recommended for possible intervention. 

 

Figure 3. Performance of the respondents in the different content areas included in the 

Diagnostic test 
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Conclusions 

1. The level of performance in English of the respondents upon entry into the college is 

satisfactory. 

2. The level of performance in English of the respondents in their second year of stay in the 

college is satisfactory. 

3. There is no significant difference in the performance of the respondents upon entry into 

college and in their second year of stay in the college. 

4. The strengths of the students in English are in nouns, pronouns, adjectives, conjunction, and 

preposition. The weak areas of the students are adverbs, verbs, vocabulary, and essays.  

 

Recommendation 

1. The College Admission Test should cover core subject areas such as English, Maths, and 

Science to be able to assess student achievement more holistically; 

2. School-based intervention program should be conducted to enhance English proficiency and 

other academic subjects of the students should be implemented to impact a significant 

change from their entry into the College until graduation. 

3. A group counseling for the identified students who have learning difficulties be included in 

the guidance program so that they would be able to catch up with the mainstream learners 

and the demands of being tertiary students.  
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