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ABSTRACT: 

The informal food sector is a vital part of rural, peri-urban and urban communities sitting 

alongside formal economic activities and trading procedures for centuries. It largely contributes 

to the local economy. However, since they source their supplies from agricultural produce in the 

local markets, they become vulnerable to the uncertainties which could possibly result to 

livelihood vulnerability. This descriptive study aimed to assess and describe the livelihood 

vulnerability level of the informal food sector, determine the issues, challenges and opportunities 

and identify policy implications that could improve the livelihood resiliency of the informal food 

sector in Occidental Mindoro. The Livelihood Vulnerability framework of Hahn (2009) where 

seven indicators were used in determining the vulnerability: socio-demographic profile, 

livelihood strategies, social network, health security, food security, access to utilities, and 

disaster experience. A random sampling of 200 informal food enterprises was employed to three 

market areas San Jose, Magsaysay and Rizal in Occidental Mindoro. The livelihood vulnerability 

index was used to describe the vulnerability level. The study revealed a low to moderate 

vulnerability level of the informal food enterprises. The issues, challenges and opportunities of 

the informal food sector include their limited access to formal credits, high dependency ratio, 

poor educational background, low marketing skills all contribute to their livelihood vulnerability. 

However their high adaptive capacity specifically in livelihood diversification and their ability to 

supply the essential needs of the market enhance their resilience They bank on two business 

strengths: affordability and availability which have become their investment to develop their 

regular buyers. 

Keywords: livelihood vulnerability, informal food sector
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The informal food sector consists of "units"; engaged in the production of food and food 

services with the primary objective of generating employment and incomes to the persons 

concerned in order to earn a living. These units typically operate at a low level of organization, 

with little or no division between labor and capital as factors of production. It consists of 
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household unincorporated enterprises that are market and non-market producers of food. Labor 

relations, where they exist, are based on casual employment, kinship or personal and social 

relations rather than formal or contractual arrangements (PSA, 2021). In urban and rural 

communities, informal food sector takes the shape of home-based small catering and food selling 

business or street food vending (Neary, 2018). 

The latter is significant as street vending is not often practiced in the same way as 

professional trading, but rather is seasonal, or often occasional if it serves as an additional 

income generator for families. It also provides a valuable service for the urban poor as it 

provides food and goods for a lower price. It can also be fixed in space, mobile (moving from 

space to space), or continuously mobile (where items are sold on the move, or on transportation 

(Hidalgo, 2017).   

The informal food sector is a vital part of rural, peri-urban and urban communities sitting 

alongside formal economic activities and trading procedures for centuries. This is particularly the 

case in areas where the growing rural to urban migration patterns, and lack of formal sector jobs 

mean that the informal economy is growing as individuals seek to establish viable livelihoods 

(Milgram, 2011). In San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay, the proliferation of informal food sellers 

was fuelled by the pandemic due to a rise in unemployment prompting the affected families to 

devise a way to get by the hard times.  

The public’s patronage of the informal food sellers  springs from the low average income. 

Informal food sellers cater to the segment of the society who can only afford to buy goods at 

lower prices prompting the sellers to  repackage everything in amounts less than the smallest 

retail packaging called ‘tingi’. Despite the prominence of street vendors in urban areas, these 

individuals face a series of interconnected issues, as explored in a qualitative study of street 

vendors in the Calcoon city area of Metro Manila (Recio & Gomez, 2013).  Given the often 

seasonal nature of the work, many described monetary issues, describing short term loans or use 

of loan sharks to provide a short term solution to long-term financial loss. Finally, given the lack 

of recognition of the formal food sector the local government do not administer permits, or 

investigate concerns facing vendors regarding safety. The vulnerability of the informal food 

sector also stems from extreme climatic conditions. 

 

As informal traders get their supplies from local markets they are directly vulnerable to 

the uncertainties of nature that affect agriculture; the inadequacy of means of communication and 

transport infrastructure places a serious constraint on the informal food sector, which is above all 

competitive over short distances; their lack of funds and the absence of access to formal credit 

restricts the storage capacity of informal traders.  

 

In order to fully understand the socioeconomic conditions that contribute to the 

vulnerability of the poor communities, a detailed vulnerability and adaptive studies at the local 
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level must be conducted. (Cuesta and Rañola, 2008). While studies in the Philippines which are 

related to climate change focused on vulnerability and adaptive measures, no study has 

concentrated on livelihood vulnerability that would quantify the strength of livelihood systems 

that would include socio-economic conditions and adaptive capacities. 

 Assessing the livelihood vulnerability is a primary step in building sustainable and 

resilient enterprises. Currently, Occidental Mindoro does not have a baseline data on the status of 

livelihood vulnerabilities in the informal food sector where assessment for developmental 

programs could start. The informal food sector lacks the safety nets that will protect their 

livelihood from climate change extreme events. Working under a shadow economy, they are 

more susceptible to business risks associated with the primary source of their enterprise – 

agriculture. These are some potential threats to developmental programs that seek to increase the 

business formalization program of the government.  

Understanding the factors that hinder informal food sectors' livelihood growth will 

provide a signal to the local government the specific type of development programs the sector 

needs. Furthermore, the quantified indicators of vulnerability will somehow send a picture of 

where should the enterprise strengthen their capacities to lessen the vulnerability. The multiple 

indicators used in the LVI may provide a holistic view in determining appropriate development 

entry points. The LVI may also serve as a monitoring tool in determining the status of 

vulnerability in the area. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Describe the level of livelihood vulnerability index of the informal food sector in the 

municipalities of San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay, Occidental Mindoro, Philippines. 

2. Identify the issues, challenges and opportunities of the informal food sector 

3. Draw out policy implications that could help the informal food sector enhance its 

livelihood resilience. 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

 This descriptive study’s methodology is anchored on Hans (2009) Livelihood 

Vulnerability components of socio-demographic profile, livelihood strategies, social networks, 

health, food, water and natural disasters and climate change variability. The final questionnaire 

used was based from Hidalgo (2019) which tailored fit the entrepreneurial indicators to food 

microenterprise. 
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Respondents and Sampling Procedure 

The informal food sector  in San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay, Occidental  Mindoro served 

as the study site. The respondents consisted of  home-based catering, those engaged in retail 

sales of prepared or fresh food products whether stationary or itinerant  and characterized by the 

absence of accounts and the non-payment of some or all taxation. While Occidental Mindoro has 

not been listed as among the top 20 provinces  at risk  of typhoons and combined climate-

weather  and weather-related risks such as typhoons, rainfall change, el Nino  and temperature 

increase it has frequently experienced heavy rainfall, flooding and extreme weather conditions 

during the last five years (OM PDRRMO, 2020). Its economy is agriculture-based with rice, 

corn, fish, salt and onion as the main agricultural commodities.  

The sampling is based on the standard of the World Health Organization, a total of 200 

households randomly selected  from the three municipalities. Multi stage sampling was used 

selecting  first the representative  barangay from which the samples would be chosen and simple 

random sampling from each barangay of the actual respondents There were 60 respondents each 

from the municipalities of Rizal and Magsaysay and 80 from San Jose. San Jose is the center of 

commerce in Occidental Mindoro and is more populous than the two municipalities. 

 

Data Collection and Analysis 

    The researchers used the  framework of Hahn (2009) which had  Livelihood 

Vulnerability Index   divided into  seven livelihood components namely socio-demographic 

profile, livelihood strategies, social networks, health, food, water and natural disasters and 

climate variability. To quantitatively describe the livelihood vulnerability index of the informal 

food sector, the formula below was used: 

 

where LVIb is the Livelihood Vulnerability Index, WMi  is the weight of each component . The 

LVI is a composite multidimensional index that consists of the major components and 

subcomponents which can be calculated separately.( Madhuri, et al, 2014 , Reed et al, 2013). The 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) vulnerability framework approach was 

integrated into the LVI to placing the context of climate change in the livelihood assessment. The 

IPCC contributing factors to vulnerability are exposure, adaptive capacity and sensitivity. The 

seven livelihood major components were categorized following the vulnerability factors. 

Exposure is measured by the natural disasters and climate variability. The adaptive capacity was 
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measured by socio-demographic profile, social networks and livelihood strategies. Lastly, 

sensitivity was measured by health, food and water.  

The three models used by Shah, et.al (2013) was used in reporting the results of the study 

namely: determination  of a balanced weighted average LVI, calculation of LVI based on the 

IPCC framework using the first two models. Equal weighting scheme was used for all indicators 

to get the weighted mean for the specific component. The table below shows the level of 

vulnerability for the LVI value component. The following table provided the range of values and 

the  corresponding description of vulnerability. 

 

Table 1. Level of vulnerability. 

LVI value Level of Vulnerability 

-1 to -0.60 Very low 

-0.59 to -0.2 Low 

-0.19-0.20 Moderate 

0.21 to 0.60 High 

0.61 to 1 Very high 
(Hidalgo, 2017) 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Adaptive Capacity 

         According to IPCC (2014) adaptive capacity is the ability of systems, institutions, humans, 

and other organisms to adjust to potential damage, to take advantage of opportunities, or to 

respond to consequences’. Such ability is granted to a system by its strength-attributes. For 

example, biological richness makes a forest ecosystem resilient, availability of irrigation facilit y 

or higher crop diversity makes agriculture systems robust, and, availability of insurance hedges 

communities against crop failure. Such system attributes provide it the capacity to respond to and 

overcome adverse impacts. However, it is the lack of adaptive capacity that contributes to 

vulnerability (Hidalgo, 2017). 

The municipality of Rizal had the highest dependency ratio at 80%. Magsaysay came 

close with 70% and lowest was San Jose with 60% dependency rate. Taken generally, these data 

reflect a large ratio of the economically dependent people to working population. Comparatively, 

the PSA (2021) reported a dependency ratio of 72 across Occidental Mindoro in 2020. The 

informal food sector in San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay are headed by women  at  80,%, 79% and 

82%  respectively. While the women population led the informal food sector, their husbands or 

male partners were engaged in agriculture, carpentry and other trades. General data from all 

municipalities reflect almost half of the respondents were earning below the food threshold of 



 cognizancejournal.com 

Norma B. Muyot, Cognizance Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, Vol.2, Issue.6, June 2022, pg. 22-34 
(An Open Accessible, Multidisciplinary, Fully Refereed and Peer Reviewed Journal)  

ISSN: 0976-7797 
Impact Factor: 4.843 

 

©2022, Cognizance Journal, cognizancejournal.com, All Rights Reserved                                            27 

PhP1,505 per capita per month. The highest percentage was observed in Rizal which reflected 

that 43% were reported to earn below the subsistence level. In San Jose, only 2 every 10 reported 

to have a monthly earning below the poverty level.  The average monthly income of the informal 

food  business owners in San Jose  is PhP20, 675. On the other hand, data reflect that in Rizal 

and Magsaysay, the average monthly income are PhP15, 225 and PhP14,500 respectively. 

Majority of the respondents have not attended college. The high vulnerability result of the socio-

demographic profile is attributed to the sector‘s high dependency ratio, female-headed enterprise 

and poor educational background. 

The  commodity diversification indices in San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay are very high 

which can be attributed to the business owners’ variety of products sold which consisted  of more 

than three types of products sold.  Comparatively, San Jose reported a relatively higher number 

of livelihoods. It is the business center of Occidental Mindoro and is a first class municipality 

where most manufacturing and service industries are situated and observed to be growing. It is 

also the only municipality with an airport. Being an agricultural province, a farming skill was 

common among the three municipalities but several others such as carpentry, fishing laundry and 

construction labor was also commonplace . 

 In terms of access to credit facility,  the informal food sector in San Jose  has the highest 

while Magsaysay has the lowest. They rely their financial needs mostly on microlending 

institutions (Card Bank and other rural banks and microfinancing corporations)  loan sharks and 

from a few of their relatives. A majority of the informal food owners at 80% are not confident 

that they can borrow money in times of calamity. A very small percentage of the respondents 

have received livelihood assistance in the past twelve months  in San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay. 

It is not common  for the informal food sellers in all areas to join industry-related organizations 

or associations. In terms of sales, it is reflected that 60% in Magsaysay  comes from the regular 

buyers or locally called as ‗’suki‘. In San Jose, with much larger markets,  only about 25% of the  

total sales comes from regular buyers or ‘suki’. Taken as a whole, the adaptive capacity was 

lowest in Magsaysay and highest in San Jose. 

 

Table 2. Adaptive capacity of informal food sellers. 

Vulnerabili

ty factor 

Component Indicators San Jose Rizal Magsaysay 

Adaptive 

capacity 

Socio 

demographic 

profile 

Percentage of dependent 

people (15& 65 y/o with and 

without disability) 

0.599 0.800 0.700 

  Percent of female-headed 

food business 

0.800 0.767 0.833 

  Percentage of owners earning 

below the subsistence level  

0.263 0.417 0.367 
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  Percent of owners who have 

not attended college 

0.788 0.883 0.900 

 Livelihood 

strategies 

Average commodity 

diversification index 

0.975 0.950 0..933 

  Average livelihood  

diversification index 

0.550 0.350 0.350 

  Average skills diversification 

index 

0.6125 0.533 0.517 

  Percent of owners  with less 

than 3 years in same business 

0.3251   0.417 0.450 

  Percentage of owners with 

insufficient savings 

0.1250   0.417 0.517 

  Percentage of owners with 

single input suppliers 

0.0625 0.117 0.067 

 Social 

Network 

Percentage of owners with no 

access to credit 

0.2500   0.3333 0.4333 

  Percentage of owners who are 

not confident  they can 

borrow after a calamity 

0.6500 0.8167 0.8833 

  Percent of owners who have 

availed of any livelihood 

assistance (past 12 months) 

0.0625 0.0833 0.0667 

  Percent of owners who are 

not members of industry-

related organization  

0.7000 0.7833 0.8333 

  Average percentage of sales 

comes from non-regular 

market or ‘suki’ 

0.6375 0.4500 0.4833 

 

 

Sensitivity 

 Sensitivity was measured in terms of health security, food security and access to utilities. 

None of the respondents  have chronic illnesses. While some have contracted covid-19 they 

experienced  only mild symptoms and were not hospitalized. Most said that they had flu but this 

did not affect their business’ operation as some family member would take over during the days 

they were sick. This can be shown by the low percentage result of the three municipalities in 

terms of this indicator. They just bought over the counter medicines and as much as possible 

avoided going to the health clinics in fear of catching the COVID 19 virus. 
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 Barely half of the respondents from San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay  have medical 

insurance such as PhilHealth. Most  of the respondents do not find it very helpful. The highest 

percentage of food insecure can be found in San Jose  at 32.5 percent of the respondents. On the 

other hand,  19 per cent   the informal food sellers in Rizal  claimed they are food insecure while 

15 percent of the sellers in Magsaysay  are food insecure. The informal food sellers contend the 

backyard farms in the rural area help them tide over  food affordability and availability. In terms 

of pipeline water connection 50 percent of the informal food business owners in San Jose said 

they do not have this utility. In the municipalities of Magsaysay and Rizal , only about one fourth 

of the respondents had access to pipeline water connection. They reported to sourcing their water 

from artesian wells.  The informal food sellers in Rizal and Magsaysay reflect the  highest 

percentage without own electricity lines at 20 percent. In San Jose, about 90% of the informal 

food sellers have electricity connections in their homes. In sum, sensitivity was highest in 

Magsaysay and lowest in San Jose. 

 
Table 3. Sensitivity index of informal food sellers. 

Vulnerability 

factor 

Component Indicators    

Sensitivity Health 

security 

Percent of owners with chronic 

illness 

0.025 0.017 0.017 

  Percent of food business owners 
without health insurance 

0.5230 0.6340 0.6500 

  Percentage of business where the 

owner had to stop food business 
due to illness 

0.01200 0.0081 0.0092 

 Food Security Percentage of owners who are 

food insecure 

0.2250 0.1900 0.1500 

 Access to 
utilities 

Percent of business owners 
without access to pipeline water 

supply 

0.5300 0.7500 0.7000 

  Percentage of owners without 
own electricity connection 

0.100 0.2000 0.2000 

  Percentage of owners without 

modern fuels or stove 

0.4500 0.6300 0.7000 

  Percentage of owners without 
mobile phones 

0.0900 0.1000 0.1000 

 

Exposure 

The exposure of the informal food business owners was measured by their exposure to 

the strongest typhoon which hit the Province from January to September 30, 2021. During 

typhoon Jolina which occurred in September 9, 2021, an electricity outage was experienced in all 
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municipalities under the study. In the Municipality of Magsaysay, 35% of the respondents said 

they were affected by the power interruption as it took days to restore power. This is followed by 

20 per cent  in Rizal and 10 per cent in San Jose.   But all respondents were able to receive the 

warning before the typhoon occurred. Very few casualties were recorded among the respondents. 

The percentage of loss of productive assets was 25 percent and 20 percent respectively for Rizal 

and San Jose while only 10 percent was accounted for by informal food business owners in 

Magsaysay. These are mostly flooded rice fields or vegetable production areas. Meanwhile, more 

or less 12 percent of  of the monthly income from Rizal  was reported as a loss while 11  percent 

in Magsaysay and only 9% in San Jose. Exposure index is highest in Rizal  and lowest in San 

Jose.  

Table 4. Vulnerability index in terms of exposure of the informal food sector 

Vulnerability 

factor 

Component Indicators San Jose Rizal Magsaysay 

Exposure Disaster 

experience 

Percentage of business 

owners affected by  

electricity disruption 

during typhoon Jolina 

(Sept 8, 2021) 

0.100 0.2500 0.3500 

  Percentage of owners 

that did not receive 

early warning 

0 0 0 

  Percentage of business 

owners who had  

casualty 

(sickness/injury) due 

to typhoon Jolina 

0.0125 0.0167 0.0167 

  Average percentage of 

loss on productive 

asset 

0.2000 0.2166 0.1667 

  Average percentage of 

loss on household 

asset 

.075 0.0333 0.0167 

  Average percentage of 

loss on income 

0.100 0.1200 0.167 

 

Vulnerability Index 

The over-all livelihood vulnerability index (LVI-IPCC) is lowest in San Jose (-0.285), 

followed by Rizal   (-0.112) and Magsaysay (-0.122) with greater vulnerability to the adaptive 

capacity indicators such as socio-demographic characteristics, livelihood strategies, and social 
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network. This could probably be attributed to the relative economic security of their food 

businesses. Many respondents were earning above the subsistence level. This indicator alone can 

explain the reason for staying in the informality status for years. Another observed factor that 

may contribute to reducing the level of vulnerability would be the status of municipality. San 

Jose is a first class municipality while Rizal and Magsaysay are both third class municipalities . 

In the business context, there is a huge market flow in San Jose because it  attracts other buyers 

from nearby towns. This explains why most of the sellers' income comes from their ‗”suki" in 

San Jose. There is a pulling effect of economic growth to resiliency. 

 

Table 5. Vulnerability level of the informal food sector. 

Sites Adaptive 

Capacity 

Sensitivity Exposure LVI-IPCC Vulnerability 

level 

San Jose 0.749669 0.414063 0.060668 -0.2852 Low 

Rizal 0.69587 0.297916 0.087683 -0.1119 Moderate 

Magsaysay 0.719781 0.33333 0.083342 -0.1215 Moderate 

 

Issues, Challenges and Opportunities 

In San Jose, Rizal and Magsaysay, the socio-demographic profile and livelihood strategy 

have the highest vulnerability level. This is factored in by the high dependency level of  the 

owners’ household and the poor educational background of the food enterprise owners act  as 

hindrance to becoming a resilient enterprise. Higher dependency level has an impact on  food 

security level in the same way that lack of education could lead to poor recovery. (Frankenberg 

et.al, 2013) The social network of the informal food sector is generally weak. Most of the 

indicators under this factor revealed to have higher indices. Among which is their ability to 

improve their financial status through credit and savings behavior. More than  one  half of the 

respondents could not easily access /avail loans. In fact, access to formal credit was found to be 

an impending factor in expanding their businesses. A few sellers still opt to borrow from loan 

sharks who do not demand numerous documents to avail an immediate cash loan. 

Their lack of funds and the absence of access to formal credit restricts the storage 

capacity of informal food sector. Their stocks are insufficient in quantity as managed in a tight 

flow basis with its inevitable interruptions due to the province’s attributes as an island province. 

Being unregistered, they find it difficult to borrow from formal financial institutions given the 

nature of their business. More so, borrowing after a calamity seems to be impossible for these 

types of businesses. The savings status of the sellers was also found to be a weak behavior since 

the savings could not even suffice a three-day food allowance for the household. This condition 

led them to a status quo business mindset. The survey showed that very few have attended or 
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even finished tertiary education. In addition, they were not given any livelihood or  

entrepreneurial training. This, therefore, leads to not having plans of expanding. 

     As informal traders get their supplies from local markets they are directly vulnerable to the 

uncertainties of nature that affect agriculture. 

The conditions of street sale, the health of the vendors and the microbiological 

contamination of the water they use may give rise to serious problems of food hygiene and 

safety, the nutritional quality of fresh and cooked food is low and the unauthorized vending of 

food along busy streets may pose challenge on congestion, safety and environmental pollution.  

The informal food sector in the three sites is basic businesses that require an 

entrepreneurial mindset if the government aims to turn them into the formal sector. They have 

been in the business for more or less a decade despite the risks brought by natural disasters. It 

may be understood that probably the reason for their so-called resiliency is their ability to supply 

the essential needs of the market. They bank on two business strengths: affordability and 

availability which have become their investment to develop their regular buyers or commonly 

known as "suki". On top of these, it is quite interesting to learn that the main motivation of these 

informal businesses is personal interest (78%). They choose to sell to gain some sense of 

fulfilment. The second motivation is the necessity (42 %). Economic hardships and lack of 

education brought them to sell on the streets. About 36 percent think that they started because 

there was a good prospect, a good market or an opportunity to sell well on the streets. These 

characteristics are commonly observed to an entrepreneur. Hence, the informal businesses need 

an upgrading scheme of their enterprises, of their skills, strategies and of their social networks. 

This suggests that a suitable intervention package on the technical and social aspects of business 

operation must be provided to enhance their business resiliency. 

 

Policy Implications 

The following may be considered for future policy implications: 

1. The local government units must promote attitude and policies that are favorable to the 

informal food sector by identifying informal activities, operators and consumer practices in 

the purchase of food products, encouraging the formation of groups/cooperatives and 

associations of informal food business owners and/or reinforcing those already existing, 

sustaining meaningful dialogue with their representatives who must be invited in the 

formulation of programs of action that affect them. These could all contribute to higher 

resilience among the informal food business owners. 
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2. The needs and constraints of the informal food sector must be integrated in 

municipal/barangay planning specifically for land occupancy planning and regulatory 

purposes. 

 

3. A dialogue with the multiple stakeholders to address the conflict of interest of the 

different actors of the food sector specifically on regulation of informal food sector vis-à-

vis those engaged in formal business operations which pay taxes. 

 

4. Policies may be encouraged to regulate the  conditions of street sale, the health of the 

vendors and the microbiological contamination of the water they use since a large 

percentage do not have access to pipeline water connection. 

 

5. The unutilized skills of the informal food sector are a rich source of opportunity for 

various industries. Due to economic hardships, they have found ways to learn hard skills 

in farming, carpentry, and health and wellness. These skills are ideal alternatives during 

typhoons and other disasters when agricultural commodities are not available. 

Professionalizing such ability may help improve their resiliency and address the scarcity 

of demand after typhoons. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 In view of the findings of the study, the following conclusions were drawn: 

1. The informal food sector in San Jose has low livelihood vulnerability index while those 

in Rizal and Magsaysay are moderately vulnerable. 

 

2. The issues, challenges and opportunities of the informal food sector include their limited 

access to formal credits, high dependency ratio, poor educational background, low 

marketing skills all contribute to their livelihood vulnerability. Moreover, as informal 

traders get their supplies from local markets they are directly vulnerable to the 

uncertainties of nature that affect agriculture.     As informal traders get their supplies 

from local markets they are directly vulnerable to the uncertainties of nature that affect 

agriculture.  The informal food sector have been in the business for more or less a decade 

despite the risks brought by natural disasters. It may be understood that probably the 

reason for their so-called resiliency is their ability to supply the essential needs of the 

market. They bank on two business strengths: affordability and availability which have 

become their investment to develop their regular buyers or commonly known as "suki". 
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3. Future policy implications include: promotion of  attitude and policies that are favorable 

to the informal food sector by identifying informal activities, operators and consumer 

practices in the purchase of food products, encouraging the formation of 

groups/cooperatives and associations of informal food business owners, including them 

in municipal and barangay planning, and to professionalize their unutilized skills to 

improve their resiliency especially during typhoons when their livelihood in informal 

food selling is affected. 
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