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ABSTRACT:
This study was conducted to assess the effectiveness of National Reading Camp (NRC) to the reading

performance of grade 2 learners in Filipino. It focused on their level of reading performance in the pre and
post assessment tests along fluency and comprehension before and after the conduct of NRC. Differences in
their performance between the two assessments and the extent of effect of the factors affecting their reading
performance were also determined.

The study employed the pre-experimental and descriptive survey method. The participants were 21 grade 2
learners of Monamon Elementary School, Bauko District 11, Bauko, Mountain Province and their parents were
considered as respondents of the study. Frequency count, mean and the t-test were used to treat the data.
Findings revealed that the reading performance of grade 2 learners in Filipino in the pre-assessment test along
fluency is at “reading at grade” level while their reading comprehension is at “transitioning reader” level
before the conduct of NRC. Nevertheless, they attained a reading performance of “reading at grade” level in
Filipino in the post-assessment test both in fluency and comprehension after the conduct of NRC. No
significant differences were noted between the reading performance of learners in Filipino in the pre-

assessment and post assessment tests along fluency and comprehension before and after the conduct of NRC.
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Language factor often affects the reading performance of learners while both the teacher and pupil factors
sometimes affect their reading performance. Home factor does not affect the reading performance of learners.

Based on the findings, it is concluded that the learners demonstrated an excellent reading performance in
reading in Filipino along fluency in Filipino, as measured by the pre-assessment, since they were able to
recognize and decode words. However, their comprehension remained at the transitioning stage, as they were
unable to answer all the questions based on the given passage. There is an improvement in the level of reading
performance of learners along fluency and comprehension as reflected in the post-assessment test after the
National Reading Program (NRP) is implemented. Though there is an improvement in the reading
performance of learners in the post-assessment test, after the conduct of NPC, this improvement was not
significant. Language is often the factors that affects their reading performance in Filipino due to their limited

vocabulary.
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INTRODUCTION

Learning to read in elementary schools which is carried out at the first Grade level is an early stage of
reading learning, also known as beginning reading (Rohimah, 2021). At an early age, reading is essential to
teach since it is their foundation to be able to learn. With reading and writing skills, a person can accurately
understand various kinds of information contained in written texts (Saonah, 2018). Reading is also one of the
skills to get information which includes content and reading comprehension. The ability to read is a very
important thing for a student to have (Pratiwi, 2020). Reading is one of the most important macro skills that

should be developed among learners to become successful in their literacy and academic endeavors.
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According to Bernardez (2009), reading is the art of knowing and understanding the meaning of
printed words or written symbols hence, reading is plain comprehension. Comprehension is essentially the
ability to understand what has been read. According to Melon-Galvez and Dela Cerna (2010), the word
comprehension is derived from the Latin word "prehendre” meaning "to seize", which is the art or capacity to
understand. Thompson et al. (2004), remarked that reading proficiency, as an ability founded in school,
cannot be taken for granted, for the access to words to make sense depends on the reader’s interest and
intelligence to understand and comprehend which draw the reality of a reader to be strong or weak. Therefore,
the ability to read must be prioritized and introduced at a young age. Reading is the fundamental cornerstone
of the educational process. It is a necessary skill for both academic and lifelong learning. Learning new
concepts and expanding one’s knowledge are all facilitated by reading. It is a complex task requiring
cognitive ability (Ratminingsih et al., 2020). Pourhosein and Sabouri (2016) claimed that reading is an active
process in which readers use effective strategies to create a meaningful text representation.

According to Azevedo et al. (2021), reading has a major impact on children’s cognitive development
because it helps them become more analytical and critical thinkers, focus better, ignite their imaginations,
foster greater creativity, and improve their vocabulary and communication skills. Anton (2019) also stated
that a learner must have strong reading comprehension to understand and evaluate written material. Pupils can
use this ability to find pertinent information, draw inferences, and recognize details. On the other hand, a
reader who struggles with comprehension will face challenges in everyday life (Bruggink et al., 2022). Cadiz-

Gabejan and Quirino (2021) claimed that a poor understanding of the written text impacted the reader’s
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reading proficiency. For learners to succeed academically, they must be proficient readers. Lack of reading
proficiency prevents learners from accessing the necessary resources to continue their education.

Reading fluency has been through multiple conceptualizations. These include the rapid reading of
individual words, reading words correctly, the speed at which one can read connected text, and reading with
expression. Fluent reading is now conceptualized by reading scholars as a construct composed of three facets,
or indicators. These include 1) the rate of one’s reading, 2) the accuracy at which words are pronounced, and
3) the prosody (meaning expression) in one’s voice that brings a text to life. While the indicators are
individually identified, they work interactively to produce fluent reading. (Paige, 2020)

Based on the findings of the 2021 Progress in International Reading
Literacy Study (PIRLS) cited by Mullis et al. (2021), which assessed the fourth graders reading proficiency
across 57 nations, the top five countries were Singapore, Hong Kong SAR, Russia, England, and Finland,
while the bottom five were South Africa, Egypt, Jordan, Iran, and Brazil. The Progress in International
Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) assessment results show that fourth-grade students from various nations
have a wide range of reading proficiency. With average scores above 550, all top-performing nations
outperformed the bottom-performing nations, which had scores of 400 or lower.

One interesting finding from the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) assessment
is that nations with high economic development did not always have the highest reading proficiency levels.
For instance, while Finland was among the top five countries in terms of reading proficiency, other highly

developed countries such as Australia and the Netherlands had a lower average score compared to it.
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The Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) 2019 evaluated the learning outcomes of
Grade 5 students from six Southeast Asian countries: Vietnam, Malaysia, Myanmar, Cambodia, the
Philippines, and Lao PDR, as also mentioned in the study of Bernardo et al. (2022) and UNICEF (2020). It’s
important to note that there may not be a direct comparison between the two assessments because PIRLS
evaluated students in the fourth grade, and SEA-PLM evaluated students in the fifth grade. Nonetheless, both
assessments provide insightful information about reading ability in Southeast Asia and globally. Meanwhile,
the SEA-PLM 2019 evaluation provides insight into reading ability in Southeast Asian nations. Vietnam had
the highest average score, followed by Malaysia, Myanmar, Cambodia, the Philippines, and Lao PDR. The
results of SEA-PLM 2019 confirm ongoing disparities in learning achievement, with children from wealthier
backgrounds achieving higher levels while those from the most deprived backgrounds struggle to access high-
quality learning opportunities. Overall, the results of both assessments highlight the importance of improving
children’s reading proficiency levels globally.

In 2018, the Philippines participated for the first time in PISA. The Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) assesses the knowledge and skills of 15-year-old students in mathematics, reading, and
science. The tests explore how well students can solve complex problems, think critically, and communicate
effectively. This gives insights into how well education systems are preparing students for real-life challenges
and future success. In PISA 2022, reading proficiency is defined as follows: "Reading literacy is
understanding, using, evaluating, reflecting on and engaging with texts to achieve one's goals, to develop

one's knowledge and potential, and to participate in society” (OECD, 2019). PISA conceives of reading skills
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as a broad set of competencies that allows readers to engage with written information presented in one or
more texts for a specific purpose (RAND Reading Study Group and Snow, 2022).

For the second straight assessment, the Philippines landed in the bottom 10 out of 81 countries in
reading comprehension, mathematics, and science and showed minimal improvement, results of the 2022
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) test revealed. According to the 2022 Program for
International Student Assessment (PISA) of 81 countries, released last December, the Philippines was ranked
the sixth lowest or 76" rank in reading comprehension with no significant improvement in this area since it
was first assessed in the 2018 PISA study (Beltran, 2024). Some 24% of students in the Philippines attained
Level 2 or higher in reading (OECD average: 74%). At a minimum, these students can identify the main idea
in a text of moderate length, find information based on explicit, though sometimes complex criteria, and
reflect on the purpose and form of texts when explicitly directed to do so. The share of 15-year-old students
who attained minimum levels of proficiency in reading (Level 2 or higher) varied from 89% in Singapore to
8% in Cambodia. In the Philippines, almost no students scored at Level 5 or higher in reading (OECD
average: 7%). These students can comprehend lengthy texts, deal with concepts that are abstract or
counterintuitive, and establish distinctions between fact and opinion, based on implicit cues pertaining to the
content or source of the information.

As cited in the Philippine Star (2024), at least 90% of Filipino children aged 10 struggle to read or
understand simple text, according to the World Bank’s 2022 data on learning poverty. But even before the

COVID-19 pandemic set back students' learning, the pre-pandemic figure pegged learning poverty in the
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Philippines at 70%. Vice President and Education Secretary Sara Duterte has implemented sweeping reforms
to improve students' performance in mathematics, science, and reading comprehension despite calls from
education sector stakeholders to implement policies where experts have been consulted (Servallos,2023).

After being ranked as the lowest in reading comprehension, some 24% of students in the Philippines
attained Level 2 or higher in reading (OECD average: 74%). At a minimum, these students can identify the
main idea in a text of moderate length, find information based on explicit, though sometimes complex criteria,
and reflect on the purpose and form of texts when explicitly directed to do so. The share of 15-year-old
students who attained minimum levels of proficiency in reading (Level 2 or higher) varied from 89% in
Singapore to 8% in Cambodia. In the Philippines, almost no students scored at Level 5 or higher in reading
(OECD average: 7%). These students can comprehend lengthy texts, deal with concepts that are abstract or
counterintuitive, and establish distinctions between fact and opinion, based on implicit cues pertaining to the
content or source of the information (Avvisati, 2022).

One of the reading assessments being administered in public schools is the Philippine Informal
Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI). The Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI) was created to provide
classroom teachers with a tool for measuring and describing reading performance. It is an assessment tool
composed of graded passages designed to determine a student's reading level (Llego, 2018). The schools use
the Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI) 2018 to evaluate the reading performance of
intermediate-grade pupils in both English and Filipino. This comprises a set of graded passages administered

to the class or to individual learners to assess their reading level regarding frustration, instructional, and
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independent reading. The frustration reading level is how readers struggle to read texts that cannot effectively
engage them (Pado et al., 2018). The instructional reading level is where readers gain the most from teacher-
led instruction, while the independent reading level is where readers achieve nearly perfect oral reading and
comprehension. Identifying the areas for improvement and implementing effective interventions can improve
reading proficiency levels (Obar, 2023).

The Department of Education (DepEd) Cordillera Administrative Region regional office here unveiled
the results of the Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI), showing that the region had 301 non-
readers in English in Grades 4 to 6 and 305 in Filipino from Grades 3 to 6 in the school year 2018-2019.
Eighty-four of these non-readers in English were Grade 6 pupils, 118 in Grade 5, and 99 in Grade 4. The
number of non-readers in Filipino was broken down by school's divisions as follows: Baguio City — 174;
Mountain Province — 58; Benguet — 26; Kalinga -26; Apayao — 20; Tabuk — 1; and Abra —.0. There was no
data for Ifugao. (Albano, 2019).

This study is important because the results will be beneficial to the following: The result of this study
intends to encourage the administration of educational institutions to give reading skills an improved interest
knowing the existence of the difficulties encountered by the learners. The findings will be utilized to plan
varied ways to enhance reading through conducting relevant training and workshops designed specifically for

reading.
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The findings of this study may enhance parents' active participation in supporting the needs of their
child and improve their relationship as supporters and partners of the school in achieving a high level of their
child's reading performance.

The result of this study is beneficial to teachers, especially next school year, because it may serve as a
catalyst for improving instructional methods and identifying the needs that caused the weakness in achieving
reading skills. Implementing strategies and other measures necessary to obtain quality education could be
devised by them. This can be a springboard for the innovations to be done in their teaching strategies and
techniques for enhancing reading. This can also serve as a reference to teachers handling reading to give more
attention to it because it is a tool for learning.

This study can help learners understand the importance of reading fluency and reading comprehension
and the factors that can enhance their reading skills. By being aware of these factors, learners can take hands-
on steps to improve their reading abilities and achieve academic success.

Future Researchers will have a guide as well when they pursue similar studies. The result of this study can
serve as a basis for further study on preferred learning styles.
Conceptual Framework

This study is anchored to several theories, which include the schema theory, bottom-up theory, top-
down theory, whole language, the simple view of reading, and social development theory.

Schema Theory of David Rumelhart, as cited by Yan (2020) and Torres (2019), explains how a

person uses their background knowledge, or schema, to comprehend the text they are reading. The human
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brain has a stored schema, according to schema theory. The schema comprises background knowledge that a
person has learned from experience. Schema has a significant impact on the reader’s cognitive processes.
Reading comprehension will fail unless the reader can draw associations between the information in the text
and their schema, according to Yan (2020).

One such influential model of reading is the interactive model, which views reading as an interaction
between bottom-up (word recognition) and top-down (comprehension) processes. Bottom-up approach to
reading is essential for decoding words and understanding their literal meaning while top-down processes help
readers to connect these words to their prior knowledge, experiences, and the broader context, enabling them
to derive deeper meanings from the text (Main, 2023).

Whole Language Theory posits that the development of a fluent reader is not merely about mastering
phonetic cues or decoding skills. Instead, it underlines the importance of the reader’s interaction with the text
and the subsequent process of constructing meaning. This theory promotes the idea of a strategic reader - one
who actively engages with the text, drawing on their existing knowledge to comprehend and interpret the
information presented (Main, 2023)

According to Hoover (1990), a simple view of reading does not reduce reading to decoding but asserts
that reading necessarily involves the full set of linguistic skills, such as parsing, bridging, and discourse
building; decoding in the absence of these skills is not reading. At the same time, the simple view holds that

decoding is also of central importance in reading, for without it, linguistic comprehension is of no use. Thus, a
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second central claim of the simple view is that both decoding and linguistic comprehension are necessary for
reading success, neither being sufficient by itself.

Vygotsky's social development theory asserts that a child's cognitive development and learning ability
can be guided and mediated by their social interactions. Reading instruction should focus on providing
support just beyond what a student can do independently but within reach with assistance. As cited by
McLeod (2025), Vygotsky (1978) observed that learning is enhanced when interacting with a more
knowledgeable other, parents scaffold or assist children's performance by modeling the types of responses
expected to particular questions with the goal that children will eventually respond by imitation. This pattern
is often noticeable in storybook sharing. Parents also support children's understanding of the text by
rephrasing and explaining the meaning of the text and the sequence of events. The idea of early home parental
involvement in children's education and more importantly in language and literacy development is believed to
have catalyzed the achievement of Nationals of the developed nations in numerous areas of learning (Hotz
and Pantano, 2015). Researchers have found that children are motivated when their families or parents are
interested in their school work and are consequently spurred to higher achievements (Ramirez et al., 2020).
These authors found that parent involvement in the educational progress, homework, and overall performance
of children was beneficial to the learners, teachers, schools, and the entire community. Ramirez, Lytle &
Kuhl, (2020)

Regardless of the purpose of reading, comprehension ideally results in an adequate and representative

model of the text. According to the construction-integration model of reading comprehension, texts are
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represented at three levels: the surface structure, the text base, and the situation model (Kintsch, 1998). The
surface structure consists of the words in the text and the ideas that these words represent. The ideas are
referred to as propositions and reflect what is explicitly stated in the text (i.e., facts, events, feelings, etc.). The
textbase is created by connecting the single propositions and “represents the meaning of the text, as it is
actually expressed by the text” (Kintsch & Rawson, 2005). Although the text base provides the reader with
the information stated in the text, comprehension will be shallow since the reader understands only what is
explicitly stated in the text. For a deeper understanding, the reader has to create a model of the situation.
Creating such a situation model requires the integration of both information explicitly stated in the text (i.e.,
the textbase) and relevant prior/background knowledge.

Perceiving reading skill only as word recognition and vocalization will cause deficiencies. For this
reason, reading skill should be carried to advanced stages by exceeding the steps of word recognition and
vocalization. Moving the reading skill to advanced stages has led to the emergence of fluent reading skills
(Bilge, 2015).

Readers who have not yet developed fluency read slowly, word by word. Their oral reading is choppy.
Because fluent readers do not have to concentrate on decoding the words, they can focus their attention on
what the text means. They can make connections between the ideas in the text and their background
knowledge. In other words, fluent readers recognize words and comprehend at the same time. Less fluent
readers, however, must focus their attention on figuring out the words, leaving little attention to understanding

the meaning of the text (ReadingRockets, 2025).
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(Aktas, 2021 as cited by Tas, et al., 2022), The abilities like recognizing the word easily, reading at an
appropriate pace, reading by dividing the sentences in the text in terms of meaning and syntax, and paying
attention to emphasis and intonation form the basis of fluent reading. Therefore, it can be said that people who
recognize words accurately and quickly and vocalize them in an appropriate tone acquire fluent reading skills
(Lerner, 2003; Wong et al., 2008). The ability of fluent reading skills to affect every stage and type of
education allows some students to continue their education without difficulty with the advantage of acquiring
fluent reading skills, while it may cause some students to encounter difficulties in their education life due to
difficulties in reading fluency. In this case, it can be said that acquiring fluent reading skills is an important
stage in the educational life of many students (Pesa & Somers, 2007 as cited by Tas et al., 2022).

As stated in DepEd Order No. 010, s. 2024, which is the Policy on the Implementation of the
MATATAG Curriculum, Key stage 1 comprises Kindergarten and Grades 1 to 3. Grade level standard for
Grade 1 Language, learners must demonstrate oracy in L1(first language); use oral and visual language in
interacting with others, developing and expressing ideas; engage with and respond to various texts based on
real-life experiences; use high frequency and content-specific words; and understand how languages and
culture are related. In reading and Literacy standards, learners must demonstrate basic literacy skills in their
first language; decode high frequency and basic content-specific words to develop language for learning;
understand how words are used in simple sentences to get an express meaning; and comprehend, respond to,
and create narrative and informational texts based on real-life experiences. For Grade 2 English grade level

standard, learners must demonstrate oracy in English, with L1 (First language) as a literacy resource; decode
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high-frequency words and some content-specific words, develop vocabulary for conventional use and content
learning; understand how words are used in simple sentences to get and express meaning; and comprehend,
respond to, create, and compose developmentally appropriate and content-specific texts. For Grade 3 English
Learning grade standard, learners must demonstrate basic literacy skills in English, with L1 (First Language)
as a literacy resource; expand their vocabulary for conversational use and content learning, using high
frequency and content-specific words; use simple and compound sentences to get and express meaning; and
comprehend analyze, create, and compose developmentally appropriate and content-specific texts.

After the COVID-19 pandemic, teachers needed a rapid, easy-to-use tool to determine what level of
readiness and support the returning children needed. In response, ABC+ piloted the Comprehensive Rapid
Literacy Assessment (CRLA) in November 2020. In the summer of 2021, ABC+-supported regions issued
memoranda for all G1-G3 teachers to administer the beginning of the school year CRLA. ABC+ provided
tools for data reporting and technical assistance to regions and division offices on data management and use,
including online dashboards that visualize and summarize results. In 2021, DepEd Central issued a call for
non-ABC+ regions to participate in CRLA. ABC+ worked with Regions V and VI, as well as with UNICEF
in Region VIII to support the development of the BoSY CRLA in an additional 25 languages. The experience
of the pilot led DepEd to scale up the CRLA to all schools in the ABC+ Target Regions. The feedback from
the schools and teachers who utilized the CRLA was encouraging. Many schools used the results of the
CRLA to develop remedial and focused reading programs in the context of the new normal and identify

struggling readers to provide additional support. The CRLA was initially conceived as a 5-minute start-up
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reading assessment designed to help teachers quickly determine the reading profiles of their G1-G3 learners,
and develop appropriate reading instructional strategies.

The Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA) is a continuum of reading diagnostic and
formative assessments in mother tongue, Filipino, and English designed to help grades 1 to 3 teachers quickly
classify their students according to reading ability so they can be provided with appropriate instruction.
Mother Tongue however is no longer included in the assessment this school year and will only serve as an
auxiliary medium. Grade 1 and grade 2 learners will be assessed in Filipino only, while Grade 3 learners will
be assessed in Filipino and English. In determining the Grade 2 learners' reading fluency and reading
comprehension level, the researcher and her fellow teacher in Grade 2 administered the CRLA reading
assessment individually and recorded the responses of the learners on the provided modified CRLA
scoresheet by DepEd.

Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA) has reading profile descriptions. First, Emergent
Readers are learners at the very basic level of reading development. This profile has two sublevels; Emergent
Low and Emergent High. Readers in the Emergent-Low level only gained the bare minimum skills from the
previous grade level. They will benefit from a lot of direct instruction on skills expected from the previous
and current grade levels. Meanwhile, readers in Emergent-High have met the basic reading skills from the
previous grade level but have not mastered automaticity and fluency, and have limited reading comprehension
of texts at the current grade level. Emergent-Low, Grade 1, learner knows only a few letters (0-6 letters) and

has very little to moderate (0-80%) evidence of phonological awareness when doing rhyming tasks, can barely

©2025, Cognizance Journal, ZAIN Publications, Fridhemsgatan 62, 112 46, Stockholm, Sweden, All Rights Reserved 140



COGNIZANCE
JOURNAL

cognizancejournal.com
JONA P. SAB-IT, Cognizance Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, VVol.5, Issue.8, August 2025, pg. 120-204
(An Open Accessible, Multidisciplinary, Fully Refereed and Peer Reviewed Journal)

ISSN: 0976-7797
Impact Factor: 5.183
Index Copernicus Value (ICV) = 77.57

blend letter sounds together, and is struggling to read even simple words. In grade 2, the learner does not
know the sounds of some letters or the learner might be reading per letter sound or syllables with limited word
recognition of words at Grade 2 and possibly Grade 1 level. In grade 3, the learner does not know the sound
of some letters or the learner might be reading per letter sound or syllables with limited word recognition of
words at Grade 3 or even at lower levels. Second is Emergent-High, for Grade 1 Learner knows 80% or more
of the letters, have firm phonological awareness, and can decode words from the previous grade level.
Learners might also struggle to decode words (low automaticity) at the current grade level and need to
improve fluency and recall details from a story just read. As stated in readingcom (2024), in first grade, kids
typically begin using their letter recognition and letter-sound correspondence knowledge to begin decoding—
or sounding out words. Milestones in this stage of development result in: Complete letter recognition
knowledge for both uppercase and lowercase letters. Consistently associate letters with their corresponding
sounds Use letter-sound knowledge to begin reading simple words Write all letters correctly, with fewer
reversals at this stage, letter recognition becomes automatic, allowing children to focus on more complex
reading skills like decoding and comprehension.

For Grade 2, the learner can decode 80% or more of the words from the previous grade level and is
ready for the introduction of words from the current grade level. Learners struggle to decode words at current
grade level (low automaticity) and need to improve fluency and recall details from a story just read.

In accordance with recent comprehension models and the Progress in International Reading Literacy

Study (PIRLS) framework, reading literacy can be defined as: the ability to use and understand those written
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language formats required by society and/or valued by the individual. Readers can construct meaning from
written texts in a variety of forms. They read to learn, to participate in communities of readers in school and
everyday life, and for enjoyment (Mullis & Martin, 2019, p. 6). This definition of reading comprehension
reflects various theories in which reading comprehension is seen as a constructive and interactive process. It is
the product of the interaction between factors at both the level of the reader and the text (Kintsch, 1998;
Perfetti & Stafura, 2014; Van den Broek et al., 1999).

Rubin and Opitz (2007) differentiate educational and non-educational factors that may affect the
learners' performance in reading. Educational factors refer to those factors that come under the control of the
educational system and influence learning; this may include the teaching method, instructional time, and
school environment. Non-educational factors refer to factors that do not come under the control of the
educational system and cannot be influenced by it, this includes home environment, understanding,
motivation, and prior knowledge. (Torres, 2021)

According to a study by Credé and Kuncel (2008), good study habits are strong predictors of academic
success. This includes reading comprehension, as regular review and engagement with reading materials
improve fluency and understanding. While physical activity has known cognitive benefits, overemphasis on
play and sports without structured study time can lead to reduced academic focus. Children who spend more
time outdoors or on extracurriculars may compromise study routines. (Singh, 2012)

Cunningham and Stanovich (1998) emphasize that frequent reading, especially of varied and age-

appropriate texts, plays a vital role in expanding children’s vocabulary and enhancing their comprehension.
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Children who engage in reading outside of classroom requirements are exposed to a greater number of words
and linguistic structures, which directly supports language acquisition. However, learners who are not
motivated to read—either due to a lack of interest, insufficient access to engaging materials, or environmental
distractions—miss these critical opportunities. Guthrie and Wigfield (2000) note that motivation to read is not
merely a result of reading success but also a driving force behind it; motivated students read more, and in
turn, develop stronger language skills.

Furthermore, study habits play a reinforcing role in vocabulary and comprehension. Zimmerman
(2002) asserts that self-regulated learners—those who consistently manage their time, environment, and
learning strategies—are more likely to engage with reading in a meaningful way. Poor study habits, on the
other hand, often result in minimal engagement with reading tasks, leading to slower vocabulary growth and
weaker comprehension.

National Reading Panel (2000), emphasizes the importance of teacher expertise in reading
comprehension strategies as a foundational element of successful literacy instruction. Furthermore, Darling-
Hammond et al. (2017) found that ongoing, content-focused professional development significantly improves
teaching practice and student outcomes, especially when it is embedded in the teacher's everyday work. The
lack of access to such training may hinder the ability of teachers to address the diverse reading needs of
learners.

According to the cognitive theory of Jean Piaget, the interaction between innate capacities (nature) and

environmental events (nurture) leads to cognitive development. Nature describes how a person's genetics
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affect their development, whereas nurture describes how a person's environment, including their relationships
and experiences, affects their development (Cherry, 2022). Each stage of an individual's development
involves learning, which is influenced by his environment and the experiences he has gained from it. The
experiences of the pupil gained from the activities in both school and at home can be a big contributor to the
development of the learner (Obar, 2023) According to cognitivism, reading involves gleaning meaning from
the text. As he uses his reading abilities and comprehension techniques, a child is seen as an active constructor
of his reading. Additionally, as he engages with the text, the child uses his schema (Marquez et al., 2009).

The ability to read as added by, McGinnis (1992), depends on the influence of the many factors
surrounding the learner which include the teacher factor, pupil factor, environment factor, and home factor.
These causal factors may be related to each other as observed by Aranda (2004). "Family members who have
good reading habits are those with enough reading materials available at home, thus, having great influence
on the pupil's reading motivation. Those who are motivated to read can easily understand and comprehend
their lessons much more when the teacher manifested the same motivation too."

Reading is not only related to the individual but also to the environment and family because it
combines both physical and mental factors (Unal, 2006). The social environment, including family members,
in particular, is a considerably effective factor in the development of reading comprehension skills.
Considering this effect, some researchers have drawn attention to the concept of home literacy (Burgess et al.,

2002; Higde et al., 2020; Senechal and LeFeve, 2002). With home literacy, it is expected that children will
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grow up in an environment familiar with books, leading to a culture of reading in individuals (Higde et al.,
2020).

The study of Vadivel et al. (2023) emphasized that low socioeconomic position has been linked to
behavioral issues in learners that may hinder their intellectual and scholastic growth. This conduct can also
have an impact on family interactions. Furthermore, financially precarious parents frequently battle with
despair, low self-esteem, and a lack of coping skills, which they might pass on to their kids. (Randles, 2021)
Parents who are of low income generally do not read to their children, let alone read themselves (Cassidy et
al., 2004). In addition, if parents or other adults do not have the necessary skills to provide literacy-rich
experiences or exposure to varied and extensive vocabulary, then their children will be lagging behind other
students of the same age. Along with this, a positive correlation exists between the child's school
performance, education, and income level with that of the parent.

It has been suggested that not only teaching practices, but also teacher qualifications, the classroom
atmosphere, and time spent learning have a link to student outcomes (Creemers & Kyriakides, 2008). For
example, the high educational level of teachers has been noted as one of the key factors in the success of
Finnish students in different international assessments (Crouch, 2015).

Eele (2004, p. 92), asserts that the goal of all readers should be to understand what they read. Research
shows good readers are actively involved with the text, and they are aware of the processes they use to
understand what they read. Teachers can help improve student comprehension through the instruction of

reading strategies. Predicting, making connections, visualizing, inferring, questioning, and summarizing are
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strategies shown by research to improve reading comprehension (Block & Israel, 2005). It is important to
teach the strategies by naming the strategy and how it should be used, modeling through the think-aloud
process, group practice, partner practice, and independent use of the strategy (Duke & Pearson, 2005). The
efficacy of reading comprehension is intricately shaped by a combination of individual factors such as
vocabulary proficiency, cognitive abilities, and socio-economic background alongside external elements like
teaching methodologies and resource availability. (Himashi, 2024)

One factor that has received considerable attention in educational research is the educational
background of teachers. The qualifications and training of teachers are widely recognized as essential
components to ensure effective classroom instruction. Moreover, the academic achievements of educators can
also impact their teaching methods. Research suggests that highly qualified and well-trained teachers possess
the necessary knowledge and pedagogical skills to create engaging learning environments and implement
effective instructional strategies. (Martinez,2023) From the research of Ana et. al. (2020), Students' attitudes
regarding the purposes of reading also influence their ability to read. If students want to get the most out of
the materials they are assigned, they have to learn to read critically or analytically. The idea here is that when
we read something, the purpose is to try to understand what the intention is.

One of the challenges Cordillera faces today, as listed in the 2023 DepEd-CAR Basic Education
Regional Research Agenda, is the poor reading comprehension level of learners based on the Phil-IRI reading
assessment tool results in all grade levels. (Blanza, 2021) DepEd-Cordillera Regional Memorandum No. 70,

series of 2019, which asked the school divisions to submit their consolidated Phil-IRI results for the school
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year 2018-2019 maintained the "non-reader” column in its report form. The results of the recent Phil-IRI was
included in the report on the status of basic education in the region presented by the DepEd-CAR during its
executive committee meeting on November 4 in connection to the call of a group of concerned citizens for the

Regional Development Council (RDC) to look into the quality of education in the region. (Albano, 2019)

Statement of the Problem

The study assessed the effectiveness of the National Reading Camp (NRC) on the reading
performance of grade 2 learners in Monamon Elementary School, Bauko District I, Bauko, Mountain
Province.

Specifically, it sought answers to the following questions:

1. What is the level of reading performance of learners in Filipino along fluency and comprehension
as measured in the pre-assessment test before the conduct of NRC?

2. What is the level of reading performance of learners in Filipino along fluency and comprehension
as measured in the post-assessment after the conduct of NRC?

3. Is there a significant difference between the reading performance of learners in Filipino in the pre-
assessment and post-assessment tests before and after the conduct of NRC?

4. What is the extent of effect of the factors affecting the reading performance learners in Filipino in
terms of the following:

a. pupil factors;
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b. language factors;
c. teacher factors; and

d. home/family factor?

DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

This section presents the design and methodology used by the researcher in conducting the study. These
included research design, locale, and population of the study, data gathering procedure, data gathering tools,
and treatment of data.

Research Design

This study employed a pre-experimental design to assess the reading performance of learners in
Filipino, focusing on both fluency and comprehension. Specifically, the researcher utilized the single-group
pre-assessment-post-assessment design. The one-group pre-assessment-post-assessment design is without a
control group. However, it has a pre-assessment or a baseline observation (01), which allows the researcher to
determine the effects of the treatment by comparing the pre-assessment and post-assessment results. Pre-
experimental designs typically involve a single group that is observed before and after an intervention,
without the use of a control group for comparison. This can lead to challenges in establishing causality, as
other factors may influence the observed outcomes (Siedlecki, 2020; Stratton, 2019). Pre-experimental design
is often used in situations where it is not feasible to implement a more controlled experimental setup. Since

the target population of the participants was very limited, a pre-experimental design was suitable for this
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study, as it examined the performance of grade 2 learners before and after the implementation of the National
Reading Program.

Moreover, the study employed quantitative descriptive research, utilizing a survey questionnaire as the
primary tool to determine the factors affecting learners' reading performance. According to McCombes
(2019), descriptive research is an appropriate choice when the research aim is to identify characteristics,
frequencies, trends, correlations, and categories. Survey research allows to gather of large volumes of data
that can be analyzed for frequencies, averages, and patterns. It can use a wide variety of research methods to
investigate one or more variables (McCombes, 2023).

Ethical considerations in conducting the study were highly practiced before, during, and after the
procedures in this study. Also, the study was subjected to ethics review by the Cordillera Career Development
College Research Ethics Committee (CCDC-REC) in order to comply with research ethics norms. The
research proposal was checked by the research ethics committee before the conduct of the study.

Locale and Population of the Study

The participants of this study were grade 2 learners from a single section in Monamon Elementary
School, Bauko District 11, Bauko, Mountain Province, who were officially enrolled during the school year
2024-2025. The choice of this particular section as the focus of the study was driven by the results from their
pre-assessment in the Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA), which highlighted significant

issues in reading fluency and comprehension among the learners in grade 2. Twenty-one (n=21)
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Table 1.
Group Number of Individuals Percentage (%)
Grade 2 Learners 21 100%
Parent/Guardian Respondents 21 100%

Population of the study grade 2 learners who are officially enrolled were the participants of the study and their
parents of these learners gave consent to allow their children to be involved in the study. The grade 2 learners
were subjected to traditional or direct instruction in their reading lesson during the National Reading Program
session. In addition, the parents or guardians of the said learners were the respondents of the study.

To ensure that ethical consideration was upheld, informed consent was obtained from all parents or
guardians of the grade 2 learners prior to their involvement in the study. The confidentiality of the participants
was also maintained throughout the research process, and all data were treated with utmost discretion and
would be used only for research purposes. By implementing these measures, the study aimed to adhere to
ethical standards in conducting research with human subject.

The results of the study will be formally provided to the school for utilization and dissemination,
enabling them to use the findings in planning further instructional improvements focusing on reading. Sharing
the outcomes of the study will allow the school to identify the level of reading fluency and comprehension of
learners, on which they will focus for intervention. The result will be disseminated to the participants by the

researcher during general PTA meetings and LAC sessions.
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Data Gathering Tools

The study utilized a tool adopted from the Department of Education’s (DepEd) Comprehensive Rapid
Literacy Assessment (CRLA), based on DepEd Order No. 009, s. 2024, to determine the reading fluency and
comprehension levels of Grade 2 learners in Filipino (Department of Education, 2024). The pre-assessment
was administered before applying direct instruction to the learners and exposing them to the National Reading
Camp in the third grading quarter or the middle of the school year. A post-assessment was administered after
they were exposed to the National Reading Camp.

The assessment for grade two was composed of a reading passage to describe their reading fluency
and questions derived from the passage to assess their comprehension. The data were gathered through the use
of pre-assessment and post-assessment on the identified reading fluency and reading comprehension of grade
2 learners.

The pre-assessment was conducted in the first week of January, while the post-assessment was
conducted in the first week of March. Since the Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA) has
already been established as a valid assessment tool for reading, and the adopted questionnaires on factors
affecting the reading comprehension of Grade 2 learners were previously used by Manaois (2021) in her study
titled Factors Affecting the Reading Comprehension of Grade Six Pupils, the instrument was no longer

pretested for reliability in this study.
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Data Gathering Procedures

The researcher requested permission from the Public Schools District Supervisor of Bauko, District 11,
and the School Head of Monamon Elementary School through an official letter to allow the researcher to
conduct the study in Monamon Elementary School, Bauko District Il, Bauko, Mountain Province. Upon
approval, the researcher personally administered the questionnaire among the respondents and observed the
learners’ performance as the study progressed. The researcher also personally distributed the questionnaire to
the parent participants during their general PTA meeting. Strict confidentiality was maintained, and the data
was only used for educational purposes. The design of the questionnaire ensured the respondents’ anonymity,
and they were asked to fill it out voluntarily and without coercion. The researcher arranged and tabulated the
responses from the respondents.

The researcher made sure that voluntary participation, confidentiality, and ethical considerations were
observed in the conduct of the research. Thus, written parental consent was obtained from the parents or legal
guardians. Moreover, the researcher used age-appropriate language to explain the research aim to the learners
to avoid risks and emphasize their rights to participate voluntarily or withdraw without penalty.

The learner respondents were called one by one and were given enough time to read the text aloud,
and then to listen and answer the given sets of questions based on the passage read.

Treatment of Data
The gathered data were tabulated, analyzed, ranked, interpreted, and discussed with the use of

appropriate statistical tools.
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To determine the level of reading fluency and reading comprehension of Grade 2 learners in Filipino
as measured by pre-assessment and post-assessment using the Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment

(CRLA) tool, the scale below was used based on DepEd’s Rapid Literacy Assessment - DepEd Order No.

009, s. 2024.
Statistical Limit Performance Level Description
76%-100% Reading at Grade Level Learner reads between 76 and 100% of

passage accurately and answers 5 to 6
questions correctly

51%-75% Transitioning Reader Learner reads between 51% and 75% of
passage accurately and answers 3 to 4
questions correctly

26%-50% Developing Reader Learners reads between 26% to 50% of the
passage accurately and answers 1 to 2
questions correctly

0%-25% High Emerging Reader Learner reads less than 25% of the passage
and cannot answer any of the questions

To determine the difference in the reading performance of Grade 2 learners in Filipino in the pre-
assessment and post-assessment before and after the conduct of NRP, the t-test formula was used with the
formula shown below.

X - X,

1 1
S (%+ %)

t =

Moreover, the weighted mean was used to determine the extent of factors affecting the reading

performance of grade 2 learners.

©2025, Cognizance Journal, ZAIN Publications, Fridhemsgatan 62, 112 46, Stockholm, Sweden, All Rights Reserved 153



COGNIZANCE
JOURNAL

cognizancejournal.com

JONA P. SAB-IT, Cognizance Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, VVol.5, Issue.8, August 2025, pg. 120-204
(An Open Accessible, Multidisciplinary, Fully Refereed and Peer Reviewed Journal)

ISSN: 0976-7797
Impact Factor: 5.183

Index Copernicus Value (ICV) = 77.57

The following scales are used in each factor:

Scale Statistical Limit Descriptive Equivalent Symbol
4 3.25-4.00 Always A
3 2.50-3.24 Often 0
2 1.75-2.49 Sometimes S
1 1.0-1.74 Never N

To ensure the validity of the statistical results, Analysis Toolpak through Microsoft Excel was used.
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RESULT, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the results, analyses, and discussions on the effectiveness of the National Reading
Program (NRP) on the reading performance of grade 2 pupils in Filipino and the factors affecting their
performance. It presents discussions on the reading performance level of pupils in fluency and comprehension
before and after the conduct of NRP and the difference between their performance in the pre- and post-
assessment tests. It also determined the degree of factors affecting their reading performance.

Reading Performance Level of Learners in Filipino in the Pre-assessment Test Before the Conduct of
National Reading Camp

Tables 2 and 3 present the level of reading performance of grade 2 learners along fluency and reading
comprehension in Filipino in the pre-assessment test using the Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment
Tool (CRLA) before they are exposed to the National Reading Camp (NRC).

Fluency

As shown in the table, the grade 2 learners' reading fluency is at the “grade level performance” as
indicated by its overall average of 83.11%. This indicates that the majority of the learners have already
developed their reading skills at a proper pace and with proper expressions. This is attributed to a combination
of developing strong foundational skills and consistent practice emphasized in their lower grade levels. These
foundational skills, like phonological awareness and fluency practice, including repeated reading and guided
reading are crucial for developing reading fluency in Filipino. This enables them to focus on comprehension
rather than decoding, leading to better understanding of the text. According to the study of Stevens et al.

(2017), the study demonstrated that fluency and comprehension improvements were achieved by repeated
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reading (RR) and assisted reading using audiobooks. The use of easier-level content, establishing performance
standards, providing a model of fluent reading, providing performance feedback, practicing RR with peers,
and all of the aforementioned factors also helped to improve results. Results point to RR as the most
successful strategy for enhancing reading fluency in pupils.

Table 2 Reading Performance Level of Grade 2 learners along Fluency in the Pre-assessment Test.
Performance Fluency Percentage

Reading at Grade Level

(76% - 100%) 13 61.90
Transitioning Reader
(51% - 75%) 6 28.57
Developing Reader
(26% - 50%) 0 0
High Emerging Reader
(0 % — 25% 2 9.52
83.11%
Average Reading at
Grade Level

Specifically, 61.90% (n=13) of the grade 2 learners attained the highest reading level in their fluency,
indicating that they can read between 75% and 100% of a passage accurately. The result also indicates that the
majority of the learners are able to read fluently in Filipino. Although their reading was not perfect, as they
still exhibited some minor miscues such as self-correction, misarticulation, and word repetition, these were
minimal. The learners who attained this fluency in Filipino also demonstrated appropriate intonation, reading
speed, and awareness of punctuation. As Paige (2020) stated that reading fluency has been through multiple

conceptualizations. These include the rapid reading of individual words, reading words correctly, the speed at
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which one can read connected text, and reading with expression. Fluent reading is now conceptualized by
reading scholars as a construct composed of three facets, or indicators. These include 1) the rate of one's
reading, 2) the accuracy with which words are pronounced, and 3) the prosody (meaning expression) in one's
voice that brings a text to life.

The table also indicates that 28.57% (n=6) of the learners are categorized as transitioning readers in
their fluency in reading Filipino, which indicates that they were able to read between 51% to 75% of the given
passage accurately, but did not observe punctuation marks. The result implies that these learners were
focusing on decoding words only, but were not paying attention to punctuation marks, and were not reading at
the right pace. The learners could read the passage, but they still commit miscues such as word substitutions,
inserting familiar words from their vocabulary, especially when encountering longer words, omitting words,
and repeating certain words. As they focus on decoding, they tend to overlook punctuation. They do not pause
when encountering a comma and do not stop at periods. ~ This pattern is consistent with findings of Hudson
et al. (2005), who explained that developing readers often focus heavily on decoding at the expense of
prosody, such as expression, phrasing, and rhythm that reflect punctuation and sentence structure. According
to Rasinski (2004), fluency involves not only accuracy and speed but also appropriate phrasing, which relies
heavily on attention to punctuation. Failing to observe punctuation is a hallmark of early to intermediate
readers who have not yet developed automaticity and expressive reading. Additionally, Samuels (2002)
highlights that struggling readers often substitute or skip words, especially when they are not yet fluent, which

can distort meaning and limit comprehension.
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Finally, only 9.2% (n=2) of learners are behind in fluency and are categorized as high emerging

readers (0%—-25%) in their fluency in Filipino.
These struggling learners were able to read less than 25% of the passage. The result implies that two of the
learners need remediation focusing on the alphabet because they were not able to recognize and were
interchanging some of the letters. The struggling learners showed limited knowledge of letter sounds, which
they should have learned in Grade 1. As a result, the learners were not able to read even a single word from
the given passage.

According to reading.com (2024), in first grade, children typically begin using their letter recognition
and letter-sound correspondence knowledge to begin decoding or sounding out words. Learners in this stage
of development are taught to complete letter recognition knowledge for both uppercase and lowercase letters
while consistently associating letters with their corresponding sounds. At this stage, letter recognition
becomes automatic, allowing children to focus on more complex reading skills like decoding and
comprehension. As Main (2023) cited, the Bottom-up (word recognition) approach to reading is essential for
decoding words and understanding their literal meaning. This concludes that learners must master their word
recognition because it is their foundation in decoding words up to paragraphs.

Abilities like recognizing the word easily, reading at an appropriate pace, reading by dividing the
sentences in the text in terms of meaning and syntax, and paying attention to emphasis and intonation form
the basis of fluent reading (Aktas, 2021). Therefore, it can be said that learners who recognize words

accurately and quickly and vocalize them in an appropriate tone acquire fluent reading skills (Wong et al.,
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2008). The ability of fluent reading skills to affect every stage and type of education allows some students to
continue their education without difficulty, with the advantage of acquiring fluent reading skills, while it may
cause some students to encounter difficulties in their educational life due to difficulties in reading fluency. In
this case, it can be said that acquiring fluent reading skills is an important stage in the educational life of many
students (Tas et al., 2022).
Comprehension

As presented in Table 2, reading comprehension of Grade 2 learners is in the “transitioning reader”
category, as indicated by the overall average of 70.21% as measured in their pre-assessment test before they
are exposed to NRC. Their comprehension average is lower than their fluency average, which implies that
while most learners were able to decode words, their understanding of the text may require more attention and
development. The result also implies that the learners are more focused on how to decode words. It is also
hard for them to understand some of the words present in the passage due to their limited vocabulary.

Table 3 Reading Performance Level of Grade 2 learners along Comprehension in the Pre-assessment Test.

Performance Comprehension Percentage

Reading at Grade Level

(76% - 100%) 8 38.10
Transitioning Reader
(51% - 75%) 8 38.10
Developing Reader
(26% - 50%) 2 9.52
High Emerging Reader
(0% — 25% 3 14.28
70.21%
Average Transitioning
Reader
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As a result, they were not able to answer all the given questions correctly.

Specifically, 38.10% (n=8) of the learners are performing at grade level in comprehension. This
indicates that the learners are able to answer 5 to 6 questions correctly. These learners are already
demonstrating strong reading skills. They also possess background knowledge related to the story they read
and are familiar with many of the words used in the passage. This is corroborated by the Schema Theory of
David Rumelhart, as cited by Yan (2020), which explains how a person uses their background knowledge, or
schema, to comprehend the text they are reading. The human brain has a stored schema, according to schema
theory. The schema comprises background knowledge that a person has learned from experience. Schema has
a significant impact on the reader’s cognitive processes. Reading comprehension will fail unless the reader
can draw associations between the information in the text and their schema.

Similarly, 38.10% (n=8) of learners are in the “transitioning reader” level in their reading
comprehension in Filipino before they are exposed to NRC. They were able to answer 3 to 4 questions
correctly from the passage. These learners were able to decode words and comprehend the beginning of the
story, but they tended to make mistakes toward the end. It was observed that by the middle of the passage,
they began to lose proper pacing and made frequent miscues. These miscues hindered their understanding, as
they had to focus on decoding words, which affected their overall comprehension.

Moreover, 9.2% (n=2) of the learners are in the “developing reader” level, indicating that they are able
to answer 1 to 2 questions correctly from the passage they read. These learners still struggle in reading words

and tend to focus more on decoding rather than understanding or comprehending the text. However, they were
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able to answer literal questions, specifically about the character in the story who caught their attention at the
beginning.

Lastly, the table shows that 14.28% (n=3) of the learners are at the high emerging reader level. These
are the struggling learners who were unable to answer any of the given questions. The main reason is that they
cannot yet decode words or demonstrate mastery of phonemic awareness. They have not mastered letter
sounds or letter names, which are the fundamental building blocks for decoding, even simple CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words. According to Hoover (1990), a simple view of reading does not reduce
reading to decoding, but asserts that reading necessarily involves the full set of linguistic skills, such as
parsing, bridging, and discourse building; decoding in the absence of these skills is not reading. At the same
time, the simple view holds that decoding is also of central importance in reading, for without it, linguistic
comprehension is of no use. Thus, a second central claim of the simple view is that both decoding and
linguistic comprehension are necessary for reading success, neither being sufficient by itself.

In both fluency and comprehension, the majority of learners are performing at or above grade level,
though there are some who need further support. Before the full implementation of the National Reading
Program (NRP), learners already showed great results in terms of reading fluency; however, they lacked
reading comprehension. These results may point to a number of areas for improvement, including the
necessity of high-quality teacher training, the value of reading aloud in class, and the value of cultivating a
habit of reading for pleasure among students (ldulog et al., 2023). The implementation of the National

Reading Program has garnered considerable attention as a means of enhancing reading comprehension among
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Filipino students, yet its efficacy hinges upon the availability of adequately trained educators and culturally
relevant instructional materials (Abdon & Barrios, 2022).

Reading Performance Level of Learners in Filipino in the Post-assessment Test After the Conduct of
National Reading Camp

Tables 4 and 5 present the reading performance level of grade 2 learners along fluency and reading
comprehension, respectively, in their post-assessment test results after the conduct of NRC.
Fluency

As shown in table 4, an improvement is noticeable in the reading performance of grade 2 learners in
terms of fluency in Filipino after the conduct of NRC, as manifested in the average of 88.28%. The result
implies that the provided reading activities during the NRC session, such as guided reading, choral reading,
and reading through games, have improved the majority of the learners' reading performance. They are also
aware of the punctuation present within the passage. This helps them comprehend the story and answer the
given questions.

To ensure sustained progress and address remaining gaps in reading proficiency, schools should fortify
existing reading programs with evidence-based interventions and explore innovative strategies tailored to the
specific needs of struggling learners, encompassing enhancements in reading comprehension, fluency, and
vocabulary development (Sayson, 2022).

Specifically, out of twenty-one (21) learners, fifteen (15) who were categorized under "reading at
grade" level can read 76% to 100% of the passage accurately and with proper expression. Some of these

learners made minimal miscues, such as self-corrections. One factor that contributed to their advancement to a
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higher reading level was the improvement in their vocabulary, which enabled them to decode words more
effectively.

Table 4 Reading Performance Level of Grade 2 learners along Fluency in the Post-assessment Test
Performance Fluency Percentage

Reading at Grade Level

(76% - 100%) 15 71.42

Transitioning Reader

(51% - 75%) 3 14.29

Developing Reader

(26% - 50%) 0 0

High Emerging Reader

(0% — 25% 3 14.29
88.28%

Average (Reading at Grade Level)

These learners also scored higher in spelling assessments, which further supports vocabulary development and
reading proficiency. Implying that spelling of words as one of the activities in reading can help develop the
learners’ vocabulary since they were able to familiarize themselves with the words. This connection is
supported by Ehri (2000), who argued that spelling and decoding are interconnected processes that both rely
on the learner’s ability to form connections between phonemes and graphemes.

Moreover, learners who perform well in spelling tend to have stronger phonological processing and
word recognition skills, which in turn facilitate fluent reading and comprehension. These findings align with
the performance of learners who demonstrated fewer miscues, stronger decoding, and higher spelling

accuracy.
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The data also shows that under the transitioning reader level, 14.29% of the learners (n=3) can read
51% to 75% of the passage accurately. However, they did not consistently observe punctuation marks, and
their reading speed or rate was slightly slow. The learners also made miscues during the reading process, such
as substituting words. Due to their slower pace, they tended to misarticulate words present in the passage.
This aligns with the findings of Paige (2020), which suggest that reading fluency has been through multiple
conceptualizations. These include the rapid reading of individual words, reading words correctly, the speed at
which one can read connected text, and reading with expression. Fluent reading is now conceptualized by
reading scholars as a construct composed of three facets, or indicators. These include the rate of one’s
reading, the accuracy with which words are pronounced, and the prosody (meaning expression) in one's voice
that brings a text to life.

Similarly, as presented in table 4, compared to the pre-assessment in which only two learners were
categorized as “high emerging readers”, the number increased to three in the post-assessment. The result
implies that despite the differentiated reading activities and improvement of the majority of the learners, there
are three learners who need to be given attention. These learners can be considered as learners with
manifestations of potential reading challenges.

As observed during the reading activity, the struggling learners had noticeable difficulty decoding the
text. One learner, in particular, had to sound out each letter while reading words. They also interchange letters
like b to d and some letters. However, this also indicates progress, as this learner was previously unable to

recognize the majority of the letters during the pre-assessment.
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This was supported by Hurford et al. (1993), who indicated that the presence of phonological
awareness is a hallmark characteristic of good readers, while its absence is a consistent characteristic of poor
readers. In short, difficulties with awareness, coding, and retrieval of verbal sounds have powerful and long-
reaching effects in reading.

One of the struggling learners appears to have short-term memory difficulties because the learner is
able to correctly sound out a letter once but tends to forget it when encountering the same letter again later.
This leads the learner to be unable to read a word. According to Camble (2016), short-term memory is the
ability to apprehend and hold information in immediate awareness and then use it within a few seconds. It is
the ability to hold information in one's mind and then use it within a few seconds. A student with short-term
memory deficits may have problems following oral directions because they are unable to retain the
information long enough to be acted upon. A student with short-term memory deficits also may have
problems with oral expression because of difficulties with word finding or being unable to retain information
long enough to verbally express it.

Comprehension

As gleaned from Table 3, the reading comprehension of Grade 2 learners in Filipino is at the "grade
level”, indicating that students already possess adequate skills to understand the written text in Filipino. The
learners' ability to answer 5 to 6 questions correctly suggests that they can absorb information through reading

and apply it to answer questions in Filipino.
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Under the reading at grade level, 80.95% of the learners (n=17) are able to answer 6 to 7 questions
correctly, indicating that they comprehended the passage. Additionally, these learners read fluently. The result
implies that they had already mastered foundational reading skills; they were able to focus on comprehension
rather than on decoding individual words. This was supported by the construction-integration model of
reading comprehension, which states that texts are represented at three levels: the surface structure, the text
base, and the situation model (Kintsch, 1998). The surface structure consists of the words in the text and the
ideas that these words represent. The ideas are referred to as propositions and reflect what is explicitly stated
in the text (i.e., facts, events, feelings, etc.). The text base is created by connecting the single propositions and
"represents the meaning of the text, as it is expressed by the text" (Kintsch & Rawson, 2005). Although the
text base provides the reader with information stated in the text, comprehension will be shallow since the
reader understands only what is explicitly stated in the text. For a deeper understanding, the reader has to
create a model of the situation. Creating such a situation model requires the integration of both information

explicitly stated in the text (i.e., the text base) and relevant prior/background knowledge.

Table 5 Reading Performance Level of Grade 2 learners along Comprehension in the Post-assessment Test

Performance Comprehension Percentage
Reading at Grade Level
(76% - 100%) 17 80.95
Transitioning Reader
(51% - 75%) 0 0
Developing Reader 1 4.76
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(26% - 50%)

High Emerging Reader
(0% — 25% 3 14.29

83.55%
(Reading at Grade Level)

Moreover, another factor that helped the learners comprehend the story was their prior knowledge of
the topic and the increase in their vocabulary gained from reading various stories. As supported by the
Schema Theory of David Rumelhart, as cited by Yan (2020), explains how a person uses their background
knowledge, or schema, to comprehend the text they are reading. The human brain has a stored schema,
according to schema theory. The schema comprises background knowledge that a person has learned from
experience. Schema has a significant impact on the reader’s cognitive processes. Reading comprehension will
fail unless the reader can draw associations between the information in the text and their schema.

The data also shows that one learner, or 4.76% of the learners attained the “developing reader “in his
reading comprehension, indicating that he can answer 2 to 3 questions correctly. This indicates that the learner
was able to answer the first two questions, which focus on the characters. However, as the reading progressed,
the learner's pace began to slow, and reading errors increased. These difficulties contributed to the
comprehension and an inability to fully understand the passage. This is corroborated by Main (2023), Whole
Language Theory, that the development of a fluent reader is not merely about mastering phonetic cues or
decoding skills. Instead, it underlines the importance of the reader's interaction with the text and the

subsequent process of constructing meaning. This theory promotes the idea of a strategic reader - one who
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actively engages with the text, drawing on their existing knowledge to comprehend and interpret the
information presented.

However, 14.29% of the learners (n=3) remained at the “high emerging reader” in their
comprehension level in Filipino, indicating that they were unable to answer any of the comprehension
questions. The result implies that despite the improvement shown by the majority of the learners, these three
were still developing their phonemic awareness. Their inability to comprehend the passage was primarily due
to their difficulty in decoding the words they were reading. According to the National Reading Panel (2000),
learners who cannot decode words fluently often struggle to comprehend texts because their cognitive
resources are spent trying to identify words rather than making meaning from the passage. Similarly, Snow et
al. (1998) emphasized that children who fail to develop early phonological processing abilities typically fall
behind in reading comprehension. Without automatic word recognition, learners are less likely to engage in
higher-order comprehension tasks, such as making inferences or summarizing text. These findings support the
need for early interventions that target phonemic awareness and decoding to help struggling readers progress
beyond basic reading levels.

Difference Between the Reading Performance of Learners in Filipino in The Pre-Assessment and Post-
Assessment Before and After the Conduct of NRC

Table 4 presents the difference in reading performance level of grade 2 learners along fluency and
comprehension in the pre-assessment and post-test assessment test before and after the conduct of the

National Reading Camp.
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As shown in the table, there is a dramatic increase in the reading performance level of learners in both
fluency and comprehension in Filipino. Specifically, there is an increase of 5.17% in the post-assessment in
their reading performance in fluency, while an increase of 12.90% in their reading performance in

comprehension, indicating substantial improvements following targeted interventions.

Table 6 Difference Between the Reading Performance of Learners in Filipino in The Pre-Assessment and
Post-Assessment Before and After the Conduct of NRP

Performance Pre-assessment Post-assessment p-value
Fluency 83.11% 88.28% 0.49 ns
Comprehension 70.21% 83.55% 0.50 ns

*ns=not significant
The result implies that the activities provided within the school year were effective in improving the learners'
reading comprehension. Providing differentiated and game-based reading activities contributed to their
reading performance.

The tangible progress observed in reading abilities among Filipino students underscores the critical
need for sustained efforts to address literacy challenges in the Philippines (Idulog et al., 2023). Nevertheless,
challenges in reading comprehension, particularly in grasping main ideas and understanding vocabulary
within context, persist among Filipino students, affecting their overall academic performance (Idulog et al.,
2023; Manggasang, 2021). These challenges are exacerbated by limited access to diverse reading materials,
especially for students from low-income families or those residing in geographically isolated and
disadvantaged areas (ldulog et al., 2023). Moreover, the quality of instruction and teacher training plays a

pivotal role in shaping students' reading proficiency, with disparities in teacher qualifications and pedagogical
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approaches contributing to uneven learning outcomes across different schools and regions (Abdon & Barrios,
2022; Idulog et al., 2023).

Despite these encouraging trends, statistical analysis yielded a p-value of 0.49 and a p-value of 0.50,
which are greater than the alpha value of 0.05 level of significance, rendering the findings statistically non-
significant. Therefore, the findings fail to accept the hypothesis that there are significant differences between
the reading performance level of grade 2 learners in the pre-assessment and post-assessment tests in Filipino,
along fluency and comprehension before and after the conduct of NRP. Hence, the result implies that while
improvements in reading comprehension are evident, they cannot be definitively attributed to the NRP
without further study involving a larger sample size or more controlled variables.

Despite the improvement of the majority of the learners, some learners did not improve their reading
comprehension. Accordingly, there are two distinct forms of reading disorder in children: dyslexia (a
difficulty in learning to translate print into speech) and reading comprehension impairment. When we
consider problems in learning to read, it is important to make a clear distinction between decoding (the
accuracy or fluency of reading aloud) and comprehension (the adequacy of understanding text). Problems in
learning to decode (developmental dyslexia) and problems in learning to comprehend text (reading
comprehension impairment) are distinct forms of difficulty (Hulme & Snowling, 2016). The learners under
the "high emerging reader” level show some manifestations of reading disorder, like interchanging the letters
and difficulty in decoding words, which enables them to comprehend the passage. A teacher cannot conclude

that a learner has a disability unless diagnosed by a psychologist.
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As stated in DepEd Memorandum No. 064, s. of 2023, no. 4, each classroom for every organized class
shall be provided with a set of reading resources so that the teachers and the learners will have an engaging
love for reading. This is in support of the MATATAG Agenda, the National Reading Program. However,

the distributed reading materials in the middle of the school year were insufficient and intended only
for Grade 1 learners.

Extent of Effect of the Identified Factors Affecting the Reading Performance Learners

Tables 7, 8, 9, and 10 present the extent of the effect of the identified factors affecting the reading
performance of grade 2 learners in terms of pupil factor, language factor, teacher factor, and home factor,
respectively.

Pupil Factor

It was revealed in table 7 that the extent of the effect of the pupil factor affecting the reading
performance of learners has an average of 2.70, interpreted as sometimes. The result implies that nutritional
status, motivation to read, and reading habits sometimes affect the reading fluency and comprehension of the
learners. Similarly, according to Maleta (2023), pupils with good access to early nutrition supplementation
have a better chance of reading well based on their developed cognitive ability.

As shown in the table, nutritional status was ranked as the number one factor affecting the fluency and
comprehension of the learners. However, this does not necessarily mean that the learners are starving. Based

on their background, they can eat three or more times a day. One possible cause may be the type of food they
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are consuming. Parents usually give the learners money, and the children are left to choose the food they want
to eat.

The available options in the community store near the school are mostly considered unhealthy or red-tagged
foods. Meanwhile, the Gulayan sa Paaralan, a school garden intended to provide fresh vegetables for the
learners, was not maintained due to a school dispute. As a result, the garden had to be abandoned until the
issue is resolved. The result implies that a proper and balanced diet is crucial for their ability to think,
concentrate, and overall learning performance. This factor, therefore, plays a critical role in ensuring the
learners' ability to read effectively.

Second in rank is motivation to read, with a weighted mean of 3.11, with a descriptive equivalent of
often. The result implies that the learners were not motivated to read. Despite the availability of a school
library, the reading materials available are old books that are not engaging or appealing to children. Learners
also tend to be more motivated to engage in physical activities. This may be attributed to the fact that the
school has one of the widest open grounds in the community, contributing to its strong performance in
athletics. As corroborated by Smith (1998), children’s motivation is influenced by their surroundings. When
schools offer large play areas or promote athletics, students may be more drawn to physical activities,

especially if reading is not made engaging.
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Table 7. Extent of Effect of the Identified factors Affecting the Reading Performance of Learners in terms of

Pupil Factor
Indicators WM Description Rank
Nutritional Status 3.64 Always 1
Motivation to Read 3.11 Often 2
Reading Habits 244 Sometimes 3
Study Habits 2.73 Often 4
Absenteeism 1.60 Never 5
Average 2.70 Sometimes

According to Torres (2021), while motivation is important, there may still be areas to enhance
further engagement or provide additional incentives for learners to develop a deeper interest in reading. If they
are motivated to read, they will read more reading materials, they will learn more, and they will acquire
sufficient prior knowledge. Supported by Guthrie et al (2000), motivation to read strongly correlates with
reading comprehension. When learners are intrinsically motivated, they engage more deeply with texts,
leading to better fluency and understanding.

Next, study habits were ranked as the third factor that greatly affects the reading fluency and
comprehension of Grade 2 learners, with a weighted mean of 2.73, corresponding to the descriptive equivalent
of often. The result implies that study habits are a significant contributing factor, as indicated by the relatively

high mean score. The location of the school influences learners' study habits, as many prefer to play and
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develop their skills in sports and physical activities. Additionally, the school is situated at a distance from the
learners’ homes, which often leaves them feeling tired by the time they return, resulting in less time and
energy for studying their lessons. According to a study by Credé and Kuncel (2008), good study habits are
strong predictors of academic success. This includes reading comprehension, as regular review and
engagement with reading materials improve fluency and understanding. While physical activity has known
cognitive benefits, overemphasis on play and sports without structured study time can lead to reduced
academic focus. Children who spend more time outdoors or on extracurricular activities may compromise
study routines (Singh, 2012).

Language Factor

Table 8 presents the results of the identified language-related factors affecting the reading performance
of learners.

As shown in the table, the identified language factors often affect the reading performance of learners,
as manifested in the average of 2.63. The result implies that pupils' poor/limited vocabulary, low
comprehension, and poor grammar and spelling often affect the learners' reading fluency and reading
comprehension.

First in rank is pupils’ poor or limited vocabulary and low comprehension levels. The result implies
that teachers need to focus on providing post-reading comprehension after a group reading or focused reading.
This issue is closely related to the learners’ reading habits. Due to low motivation to read and weak study

habits, learners often lack a strong foundation or prior knowledge, which hinders the development of their
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vocabulary and their ability to comprehend unfamiliar words. As supported by the Schema Theory of David

Rumelhart, as cited by Yan (2020) and Torres (2019), explains how a person uses their background

knowledge, or schema,

to comprehend the text they are reading. The human brain has a stored schema, according to schema theory.

Vocabulary skills are essential for each student's academic success. It is an essential component to help

students master a language. When students have mastered vocabulary, they may express their concepts in

writing, speaking, and other forms (Sari, 2018). According to the National Reading Panel (2000), students

who have a limited vocabulary struggle significantly with making meaning from text, as they are unable to

access the semantic cues necessary for fluent reading.

Table 8 Extent of Effect of the Identified factors Affecting the Reading Performance of Learners in terms of

Language Factor

Indicators WM Description Rank
Pupils’ poor/limited vocabulary. 2.86 Often 1.5
Pupils’ poor grammar and spelling. 2.71 Often 3
Low comprehension level. 2.86 Often 1.5
Selection contains unfamiliar words. 2.57 Often 4
Pupils are not immersed in Filipino and English. 2.14 Sometimes 5
Average 2.63 Often
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Cunningham et al. (1998) emphasize that frequent reading, especially of varied and age-appropriate
texts, plays a vital role in expanding children's vocabulary and enhancing their comprehension. Children who
engage in reading outside of the classroom requirements are exposed to a greater number of words and
linguistic structures, which directly supports language acquisition. However, learners who are not motivated
to read, either due to a lack of interest, insufficient access to engaging materials, or environmental
distractions, miss these critical opportunities.

Furthermore, study habits play a role in vocabulary and comprehension. Zimmerman (2002) asserts
that self-regulated learners, those who consistently manage their time, environment, and learning strategies,
are more likely to engage with reading in a meaningful way. Poor study habits, on the other hand, often result
in minimal engagement with reading tasks, leading to slower vocabulary growth and weaker comprehension.
Together, these factors create a cycle where limited vocabulary and comprehension hinder further reading
development, reinforcing the need for interventions that improve reading motivation, access to quality
materials, and structured study habits.

Third in rank, as the highest is the pupils’ poor grammar and spelling, with a weighted mean of 2.71.
The result implies that teachers need to provide activities focusing on spelling, spelling bee, basic sight word
hunt, and more. Spelling is a complex written language skill that requires a learner to possess a number of

language abilities, including phonological, morphological, visual memory skills, semantic relationships, as
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well as adequate knowledge of spelling rules (Staden, 2010). In connection with the poor language factor, it

results in poor/limited vocabulary of the learner and poor grammar and spelling.

Teacher Factor

Table 9 highlights the extent of the effect of the identified teacher-related factors that affect the
reading performance of learners.

As shown in the table, the extent of factors affecting the reading fluency and reading comprehension
of learners in terms of teacher factors has an average of 1.86, indicating that the identified teacher factors
sometimes affect the reading performance of learners. The result implies that teaching strategies, preparation
of materials, teaching loads, vocabulary development strategies, and training in reading comprehension
sometimes affect the reading fluency and comprehension of the learners.

First in rank is teaching loads and extra responsibilities, with a weighted mean of 2.71. Implying that
the teacher was not able to fully focus on teaching reading to learners and was disturbed by extra duties.
According to the teacher, she was assigned three coordinatorships, such as campus journalism adviser, School
Elementary Learner Government (SELG) Adviser, and Filipino subject coordinator, each of which comes
with specific duties and responsibilities.

One of these responsibilities includes coordinating various school activities and submitting quarterly

accomplishment reports.
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Teachers are also required to prepare action plans, design training modules, and compile
accomplishment reports with all necessary attachments. In addition, they are tasked with training learners for
various extra-curricular activities in which learners are expected to participate.

These additional roles and administrative tasks limit the time teachers can devote to reading
instruction. This not only affects the amount of time
they can spend directly teaching reading but also reduces the time available for preparing visual aids and
instructional materials that support reading comprehension. Despite these challenges, teachers continue to do
their best, striving to manage their time effectively and fulfill their promise to be efficient and dedicated
educators when they entered the teaching profession. This concern is echoed in studies showing that excessive
teaching loads and non-teaching duties negatively affect instructional quality. According to OECD (2019),
teachers who spend a considerable amount of time on administrative tasks report less time available for lesson
preparation and individualized student support.

Second in rank is the teacher reported not having received adequate training in teaching reading
comprehension skills, with a weighted mean of 1.86. The result implies that while the teacher feels somewhat
capable of teaching reading comprehension, there is still a clear need for further professional development in
this area. One of the teacher’s requests is for higher authorities to provide more focused training, particularly
in the effective implementation of the National Reading Program (NRP). Based on the teacher’s experience,
as well as that of the researcher, those selected to attend reading-related seminars are often pre-identified,

which limits broader access to capacity-building opportunities.
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Table 9 Extent of Effect of the Identified factors Affecting the Reading Performance of Learners in terms of
Teacher Factor

Indicators WM Description Rank
Teaching Strategies and Approaches 1.43 Never 5
Preparation of Reading Materials 1.57 Never 4
Teaching Loads and Extra Responsibilities 2.71 Often 1
Strategies for Vocabulary Development 1.71 Never 3
Training in Reading Comprehension 1.86 Sometimes 2
Average 1.86 Sometimes

Despite the limited training, the teacher actively seeks guidance and support from the master teacher
and the school head, who are more experienced in teaching reading. This concern is supported by research
from the National Reading Panel (2000), which emphasizes the importance of teacher expertise in reading
comprehension strategies as a foundational element of successful literacy instruction. Furthermore, Darling-
Hammond et al. (2017) found that a lack of access to such training may hinder the ability of teachers to
address the diverse reading needs of learners. Despite these limitations, the teacher demonstrates a proactive
approach by seeking mentorship and support from more experienced colleagues, such as the master teacher
and school head. This aligns with findings by Avalos (2011), who states that teacher learning is most effective

when it involves collaboration, reflection, and support from peers and school leaders.
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One of the effects of not having enough training in reading is a lack of strategies for vocabulary
development. Which ranked as third with a weighted mean of 1.71. The result implies that the teacher doesn’t
lack strategies in helping learners unlock and understand unfamiliar words during reading, because of the
presence of different websites where we can click and adopt new strategies to employ inside the classroom.
The unlocking of difficulties from the beginning of the lesson, which was always emphasized during quarterly
observation, and through picture clues using the technology, will help the learner with vocabulary
development.

Home Factor

Table 10 presents that the identified home-related factors do affect the reading performance of learners
as manifested in the average of 1.73. The result implies that parental support, family dynamics, access to
reading materials, and the home environment never affect the reading fluency and reading comprehension of
learners. The majority of parents value education, and they show support for their children. Indicating that
some areas, such as the lack of regular follow-up, sibling encouragement, and reading materials, are
occasional issues, they are not consistently problematic.

The result of this study has similar findings to Nkosi (2024) that children whose parents actively
engaged in reading-related activities, such as reading aloud, providing books at home, and frequent visits to
libraries, demonstrated higher levels of reading fluency and reading comprehension compared to those with

less parental involvement. The ability to read, as added by McGinnis (1992), depends on the influence of the

©2025, Cognizance Journal, ZAIN Publications, Fridhemsgatan 62, 112 46, Stockholm, Sweden, All Rights Reserved 180



COGNIZANCE
JOURNAL

cognizancejournal.com
JONA P. SAB-IT, Cognizance Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, VVol.5, Issue.8, August 2025, pg. 120-204
(An Open Accessible, Multidisciplinary, Fully Refereed and Peer Reviewed Journal)

ISSN: 0976-7797
Impact Factor: 5.183
Index Copernicus Value (ICV) = 77.57

many factors surrounding the learner, which include the teacher factor, pupil factor, environment factor, and
home factor.

However, some families lack sufficient reading materials at home, as no one in the household is
particularly fond of reading. As a result, consistent reading habits are not developed. These causal factors may
be related to each other, as observed by Aranda (2004). "Family members who have good reading habits are
those with enough reading materials available at home, thus having a great influence on the pupil's reading
motivation. Those who are motivated to read can easily understand and comprehend their lessons much more
when the teacher manifests the same motivation too.”

The low rating suggests that while support is sometimes provided, it may not be sufficient to
significantly impact the child’s reading development. The majority of the parents have reached at least a high

school level of education, and some even hold bachelor’s degrees.

Table 10 Extent of Effect of the Identified factors Affecting the Reading Performance of Learners in terms of
Home Factor

Indicators WM Description Rank

1.There is no regular follow-up or support at home to monitor or

o . 1.95 Sometimes 1
encourage my child's reading progress
ﬁbrl;::f/her siblings do not encourage reading or academic work at 186 Sometimes 3
3.As a parent, I have a low educational background and struggle to
. . . 1.73 Never 4
help my child with reading or homework.
4.My child is forced to work for extra income, which reduces the time
. 1.16 Never 5
they can spend on reading and schoolwork.
5.There is a lack of reading materials (books, magazines, educational .
1.93 Sometimes 2
resources) at home.
Average 1.73 Never
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However, they prefer to work as farmers. Due to the physically demanding nature of their work, they are often
too tired in the evening to monitor their child’s reading sessions.

Reading is not only related to the individual, but also the environment and family, because it combines
both physical and mental factors (Unal, 2006). The social environment, including family members in
particular, is a considerably effective factor in the development of reading comprehension skills. Considering
this effect, some researchers have drawn attention to the concept of home literacy (Burgess et al., 2002; Higde
et al., 2020; Senechal and LeFeve, 2002). With home literacy, it is expected that children will grow up in an
environment familiar with books, leading to a culture of reading in individuals (Higde et al., 2020).

It is observed from the community that financial support is not an issue, which is why the children are
not forced to work to earn extra income. Unlike the study of Vadivel et al. (2023), which emphasized that low
socioeconomic position has been linked to behavioral issues in learners that may hinder their intellectual and
scholastic growth. This conduct can also have an impact on family interactions. Furthermore, financially
precarious parents frequently battle with despair, low self-esteem, and a lack of coping skills, which they
might pass on to their kids. (Randles, 2021) Parents who are of low income generally do not read to their
children, let alone read themselves (Cassidy et al., 2004). In addition, if parents or other adults do not have the
necessary skills for providing literacy-rich experiences or exposure to varied and extensive vocabulary, then
their children will be lagging behind other students of the same age. Along with this, a positive correlation

exists between the child's school performance, education, and income level with that of the parent.
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According to the cognitive theory of Jean Piaget, the interaction between innate capacities (nature) and
environmental events (nurture) leads to cognitive development. Nature describes how a person's genetics
affect their development, whereas nurture describes how a person's environment, including their relationships
and experiences, affects their development (Cherry, 2022). Each stage of an individual's development
involves learning, which is influenced by their environment and the experiences he has gained from it. The
experiences of the pupil gained from the activities in both school and at home can be a big contributor to the
development of the learner (Obar, 2023)

According to cognitivism, reading involves gleaning meaning from the text. As he uses his reading
abilities and comprehension techniques, a child is seen as an active constructor of their reading. Additionally,
as he engages with the text, the child uses his schema (Marquez et al., 2009). As supported by Caliskana
(2022), more consistent encouragement and monitoring could help foster a stronger reading habit at home.
Parental support in providing a conducive learning environment is vital for the educational journey of

schoolchildren.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
The following are the salient findings of the study:
1. The reading performance of grade 2 learners in Filipino in the pre-assessment test, along fluency is

at “reading at grade” level while their reading comprehension is at “transitioning reader” level before the

conduct of NRC.
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2. Grade 2 learners attained a reading performance of “reading at grade” level in Filipino in the post-
assessment test, both in fluency and comprehension, after the conduct of NRC.

3. No significant differences were noted between the reading performance of learners in Filipino in
the pre-assessment and post-assessment tests along fluency and comprehension before and after the conduct
of NRC.

4. Language factor often affects the reading performance of learners, while both the teacher and pupil
factors sometimes affect their reading performance. Home factor does not affect the reading performance of

learners.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

This section presents the conclusions and recommendations based on the findings of the study.

Conclusions

Based on the findings of the study, the following conclusions are drawn.

1. The Grade 2 learners demonstrated an excellent reading performance in reading in Filipino, along fluency in
Filipino, as measured by the pre-assessment, since they were able to recognize and decode words. However, their
comprehension remained at the transitioning stage, as they were unable to answer all the questions based on the given
passage.

2. There is an improvement in the level of reading performance of learners in terms of fluency and
comprehension as reflected in the post-assessment test after the National Reading Program (NRP) is implemented.

3. Though there is an improvement in the reading performance of learners in the post-assessment test, after the

conduct of NPC, this improvement was not significant.
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4. The factor that often affects the reading performance of learners in Filipino is language, revealing that they

have limited vocabulary in the Filipino language, which affects their reading comprehension.
Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following are the recommendations.

1. Teachers are encouraged to construct a learning program based on the learning loss identified in the results
of the Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA). This learning program will be utilized in the conduct of the
National Reading Camp in Filipino. Moreover, the school head of Monamon Elementary School should encourage
teachers to develop a contextualized reading program based on the result of CRLA, and it needs to be included during
LAC sessions.

2. Learners under “high emerging reader" in their reading performance, along fluency and comprehension, are
recommended for further assessment under the Transition Program of DepEd due to the observed reading disabilities, to
be endorsed by the school head to the DepEd educational psychologists upon approval of their parents.

3. Promote the National Reading Camp through the inclusiveness of the activities based on the needs and as a
basis for the development of a new reading program.

4. 1t is recommended to start reading with the unlocking of difficulties, a sight word hunt, and picture clues.
Incorporate spelling practice and reading comprehension drills into daily instruction through differentiated activities
such as games. Encourage parents to provide healthy meals or snacks for their children instead of giving them money
through a meeting. The school can call for Contract of Service (COS) personnel to perform administrative tasks.
Administrators must also provide continuous professional development in reading comprehension strategies, vocabulary
instruction, and research-based teaching methods.

5. Future researchers may conduct experimental research on possible teaching strategies that can improve the

learners’ reading fluency and reading comprehension in Filipino.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A
Communication Letters

Letter to Public Schools Division Superintendent
Republic of the Philippines
Cordillera Career and Development College
GRADUATE SCHOOL
Buyagan, Poblacion, La Trinidad, Benguet
hotline:422-2221/0917-544-4545
email: ccdc@edu.ph

February 8, 2025

EUFEMIA N. BALAO

OIC-Public Schools District Supervisor
Bauko District 11

Bauko, Mountain Province

Madam,

The undersigned is a student of Cordillera Career Development College and a grateful employee of your institution. She
would like to conduct research on “READING PERFORMANCE OF LEARNERS IN NATIONAL READING CAMP AND
FACTORS AFFECTING IT” which will be conducted in Monamon Elementary School. This is being done in partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the course Master of Arts in Education.

In connection to this pursuit, the undersigned would like to ask for your approval to allow her to photocopy the results of the
Comprehensive Reading Literacy Assessment (CRLA) of Grade 2 learners, as well as to administer her survey questionnaires to
parents who will serve as the respondents of this study.

Rest assured that the information gathered will be dealt with confidentiality and will solely serve its purpose. Your kind and
favorable consideration to this matter will be highly appreciated.

Respectfully Yours,

JONA P. SAB-IT

Researcher
Noted:
Melody Joy V. Mique, PhD Marina I. Sagandoy, PhD
Adviser Dean Graduate School
Approved:

Eufemia N. Balao
OIC-Public Schools District Supervisor
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Letter to School Head
Republic of the Philippines
Cordillera Career and Development College
GRADUATE SCHOOL
Buyagan, Paoblacion, La Trinidad, Benguet
hotline:422-2221/0917-544-4545
email: ccdc@edu.ph

February 8, 2025

DOROTHY M. CODLI
School Head
Bauko District 11

Madam,

Warm Greetings!

I am presently conducting a study entitled “READING PERFORMANCE OF LEARNERS IN NATIONAL READING
CAMP AND FACTORS AFFECTING IT” which will be conducted in our school. This is being done in partial
fulfilment of the requirements for the course Master of Arts in Education.

In this connection, | wish to ask permission to administer the Comprehensive Reading Literacy Assessment (CRLA) in
Grade 2 learners and photocopy the result. As well as to administer the questionnaire to teachers as one of my

respondents.

Rest assured that whatever information gathered will be treated with confidentiality and be taken and analyzed in an
objective manner. Also, the parent-respondents will participate voluntarily and may withdraw at any time.

Thank you very much and | am looking forward to your approval on this matter.
Very truly yours,

JONAP. SAB-IT
Researcher

Noted:

Melody Joy V. Mique, PhD Marina I. Sagandoy, PhD
Adviser Dean Graduate School
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Approved:

Dorothy M. Codli
School Head

Letter to Respondents
Republic of the Philippines
Cordillera Career and Development College
GRADUATE SCHOOL
Buyagan, Poblacion, La Trinidad, Benguet
hotline:422-2221/0917-544-4545
email:ccdc@edu.ph

February 8, 2025
Dear Respondent,

I am conducting a research study for my thesis entitled “READING PERFORMANCE OF LEARNERS IN
NATIONAL READING CAMP AND FACTORS AFFECTING IT” as a partial fulfillment of the
requirement of the Degree Master of Arts in Education.

May I therefore, earnestly seek your help in this study by answering the questionnaire as honestly as you can.
Rest assured that all information and pertinent data gathered will be held confidential and will be used solely
in this study.

Your participation is entirely voluntary. You have the option not to participate. If you decide not to
participate, you may withdraw at any time without consequence.

Thank you very much!

Jona P. Sab-it
Researcher
Noted:
Melody Joy V. Mique, PhD Marina I. Sagandoy, PhD
Adviser Dean Graduate School
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Appendix B
Sample Reading Text/ Questionnaire

Republic of the Philippines
Cordillera Career and Development College
GRADUATE SCHOOL
Buyagan, Poblacion, La Trinidad, Benguet
hotline:422-2221/0917-544-4545
email:ccdc@edu.ph

Grade 2 Comprehensive Rapid Literacy Assessment (CRLA) tool for pre- and post-assessment in
Filipino
Direction: Write the number of words and sentences sounded out correctly.
Instruction: Read the words and sentences clearly and loudly. Questions will be asked after reading the story.

Name:

Assessment Part 1 (Reading Fluency and Comprehension)

Instruction: Read the story and answer the following questions orally.

Ang Pagong at ang Kuneho

"Ako ang pinakamabilis tumakbo,” sabi ni Kuneho. “Wala nang bibilis pa sa akin!” “Naku, Kuneho,
wala ka nang ibang sinabi kung hindi gaano ka kabilis tumakbo,” sabi ni Pagong. “Hinahamon kita sa isang
paligsahan."*“Hindi mo ako matatalo!” sabi ni Kuneho. “Dahil mas mabilis akong tumakbo!"

"Malalaman natin ‘yan bukas ng umaga,” sabi naman ni Pagong. “Kapana-panabik ito!” sabi ni
Buwaya. “Kawawa naman si Pagong kasi ang bagal niyang gumalaw,” sabi naman ni Elepante“Kahit mabagal
siya ay hindi naman siya tumitigil,” sabi ni Unggoy. Kinabukasan, dumating ang lahat ng hayop upang

manood ng paligsahan.
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Sino ang nagsabing siya ang pinakamabilis tumakbo?

Ano ang hamon ni Pagong kay Kuneho?

Bakit nasabi ni Kuneho na hindi siya matatalo ni Pagong?

Ano ang naramdaman ni Buwaya?

Ayon kay Elepante, bakit kawawa si Pagong sa bagal niyang gumalaw?

Sino ang dumating para panoorin ang paligsahan?
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Survey Questionnaire for Parents

Name:
Part |
Factors Affecting the Reading Proficiency in terms of Pupil Factor
Instruction: Please read each statement carefully and select the response that best describes how the statement
affected your reading proficiency. Use the following scale:

4 - Always
3 - Often
2 - Sometimes
1 - Never

Criteria 4 3 2 1

Nutritional Status

Do you feel that your diet is sufficient to maintain your health and concentration
in study?

(Sapat ba ang iyong kinakain upang mapanatili ang iyong kalusugan at
konsentrasyon sa pag-aaral? )

Motivation to Read

Do you feel sufficiently motivated to read for pleasure?
(Ikaw ba ay nagagayak sa pagbabasa?)

Reading Habits

Do you read stories, selections, and essays selectively?
(Ikaw ba ay mapili sa binabasang mga kwento, seleksiyon, at sanaysay?)

Study Habits

Do you have a good study habits?
(Ikaw ba ay may mahusay na gawi sa pag-aaral?

Absenteeism

Do you often miss classes?
(Ikaw ba ay madalas na lumiban sa klase?)
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Part Il - Factors Affecting the Reading Proficiency in Terms of Language Factor
Instructions: Please read each statement carefully and select the response that best describes how the
statement affected your learners reading proficiency. The statements are designed to assess the factors related
to language and their impact on learners Reading Proficiency.
Use the following scale:
4 - Always
3 - Often
2 - Sometimes
1 — Never

Criteria 4 3 2 1

Poor/limited vocabulary.

Poor grammar and spelling.

Low comprehension level.

Selection contains unfamiliar words.

Not immersed in Filipino and English.
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Part 111. Factors Affecting the Reading Proficiency in Terms of Teacher Factor

Instruction: Please read each statement carefully and select the response that best describes how the statement
affected the reading proficiency of your learners. The statements are designed to assess the factors related to
your teaching practices and their impact on learners' Reading Proficiency.

Use the following scale as your guide:

4 Always

3 Often

2 Sometimes
1 Never

Criteria 4 3 2 1

Teaching Strategies and Approaches

I lack appropriate strategies and approaches to foster a love for
reading among learners.

Preparation of Reading Materials

I struggle with preparing appropriate reading materials that engage
learners and support their comprehension.

Teaching Loads and Extra Responsibilities

Overlapping teaching loads and additional school functions limit my
ability to effectively teach reading comprehension.

Strategies for Vocabulary Development

I lack effective strategies to help learners unlock and understand
unfamiliar words during reading.

Training in Reading Comprehension

I have not received adequate training in teaching reading
comprehension skills to learners.
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Part IV - Factors Affecting the Reading Proficiency in Terms of Home Factor
Instruction: Please read each statement carefully and select the response that best describes how the statement
affected the reading proficiency of your child at home. Use the following scale:

4 Always

3 Often

2 Sometimes
1 Never

Criteria 4 3 2 1

1.There is no regular follow-up or support at home to monitor or
encourage my child's reading progress.

(Walang sapat na tulong o supporta sa bahay upang subaybayan
o hikayatin ang progreso ng aking anak sa pagbasa.)

2. His/her siblings do not encourage reading or academic work at
home.

(Ang mga kapatid niya ay hindi naghihikayat ng pagbabasa o
gawaing akademiko sa bahay.)

3.As a parent, | have a low educational background and struggle
to help my child with reading or homework.

(Bilang magulang, mababa ang antas ng aking edukasyon at
nahihirapan akong tulungan ang aking anak sa pagbasa o sa
kanilang takdang-aralin.)

4.My child is forced to work for extra income, which reduces the
time they can spend on reading and schoolwork.

(Ang aking anak ay pinagtatrabaho namin para sa dagdag na
kita, kaya nababawasan ang oras na maaari niyang ilaan sa
pagbasa at gawaing pampaaralan.)
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5.There is a lack of reading materials (books, magazines,
educational resources) at home.

(Walang sapat na mga materyales sa pagbasa tulad ng libro,
magasin at iba pang babasahin sa bahay.)

Appendix C

Letter of Consent

(This informed consent form is for parents of student who is enrolled at
Monamon Elementary School)

Name of Researcher: Jona P. Sabit
Name of School: Monamon Elementary School
Name of School: Cordillera Career Development College

Title of Study: READING PERFORMANCE OF LEARNERS IN NATIONAL READING CAMP AND
FACTORS AFFECTING IT

This informed Consent form has two parts:

A Information sheet (to share information about the study with you)

B. Certificate of consent (for signatures if you agree that your child may participate)

You will be given a copy of the Full Informed Consent Form

Part 1. Information Sheet (Introduction, Purpose, and Procedures)

I am Jona P. Sab-it, a student of Cordillera Career Development College conducting a study on READING
PERFORMANCE OF LEARNERS IN NATIONAL READING CAMP AND FACTORS AFFECTING ITin
partial fulfillment for the requirements of the course Master of Arts in Education.

Specifically, it sought answers to the following questions:

1. What is the level of reading performance of learners in Filipino along fluency and comprehension
as measured in the pre-assessment test before the conduct of NRC?

2. What is the level of reading performance of learners in Filipino along fluency and comprehension
as measured in the post-assessment after the conduct of NRC?
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3. Is there a significant difference between the reading performance of learners in Filipino in the pre-
assessment and post-assessment tests before and after the conduct of NRC?

4. What is the extent of effect of the factors affecting the reading performance learners in Filipino in
terms of the following:
a. pupil factors;
b. language factors;
c. teacher factors; and
d. home/family factor?

Hence, | am asking your permission to allow your child to participate in the study. During the study, your
child will complete various tasks designed to assess their reading fluency and reading comprehension. The
assessment will focus on decoding and word recognition tasks, as well as Grade 2-level reading fluency and
comprehension.

Your decision to have your child participate in this study is entirely voluntary. It is your choice whether to
have your child participate or not. If you choose not to consent, it will not affect your child in any way. If you
also choose to change your decision later and stop your child from participating, even if you agreed earlier, it
will not have any effect on your child.

If you allow your child to participate, his/her safety will be assured. In case there are problems during the
conduct of the study, | will immediately stop the assessment and provide appropriate care. If necessary, | will
contact the school nurse or emergency services and inform you, the parent or guardian, to ensure your child
receives any required assistance.

The study will be useful to the participants, teachers, the school, and parents in various ways. For the
participants, it will help learners understand the importance of reading fluency and reading comprehension
and the key factors that contribute to improving their reading skills. By being aware of these factors, learners
can take proactive steps to enhance their abilities, which can lead to greater academic success. For teachers
and the school, the results of this study can provide valuable insights into instructional methods, identifying
specific areas where students may be struggling and the factors contributing to any weaknesses in their
reading skills. This information could serve as a foundation for developing more effective teaching strategies
and interventions, ensuring that students receive the support they need to thrive in their reading development.
For parents, the findings may encourage greater involvement in their child’s learning process, helping them
recognize how they can actively support their child’s reading progress at home. This increased awareness can
foster stronger partnerships between parents and the school, ultimately improving the child’s reading
performance and overall academic growth
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The information that will be collected from the study will be kept confidential. Information about your child
that I will be collecting will be kept and will only be used for the purpose stated above.

If you have any questions or clarifications you may ask later, kindly contact me at 09096625656, Tubo,
Monamon Norte, Bauko, Mountain Province. For any clarifications regarding the issuance of ethics clearance,
you may contact the Cordillera Career Development College, Research Ethics Committee (CCDC REC) at
09474558208.

Part 1. Certificate of Consent

I have been invited to have my child participate in the study on

I have read the foregoing information, or it has been read to me. | have had the opportunity to ask questions
about it and any questions that | have asked have been answered to my satisfaction. | consent voluntarily for
my child to participate as a participant in this study.

Name of Participant:
Name of Parent or Guardian:

Signature of Parent or Guardian
Date: (Day/Month/Year)
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Appendix D

Ethics Clearance Form

Cordillera Career Development College SOP No: 6.2
Research Ethics Committee Version No: 01
LETTER OF APPROVAL Approval Date: Jan. 18,

(Form 6.2C) 2019
Effective Date: Jan. 18,
2019

JONA P. SAB-IT

Dear Ms. Sab-it:

The duration of the approval of your study is from January 27, 2025, to January 27, 2026 (maximum of
one year) and the required reports to the CCDC REC in the interim, as the REC deems appropriate are the
following:

Progress Report

Proposal Amendments (if any)
Proposal Deviations (if any)
Early Termination Report (if the study is terminated early)

Very truly yours,

MARINA I. SAGANDOY
Chair, CCDC REC

Date: January 27, 2025
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Appendix E
Statistical Computations
Difference in reading comprehension of Grade 2 learners in the pre-assessment and post-assessment in the

implementation of NRP

t-Test: Two-Sample Assuming Equal Variances

Pre Post

Mean 73.16667 83.05556
Variance 263.2059 198.0556
Observations 18 18
Pooled Variance 230.6307
Hypothesized Mean

Difference 0

df 34

t Stat -1.95349

P(T<=t) one-tail 0.029515

t Critical one-tail 1.690924

P(T<=t) two-tail 0.059031

t Critical two-tail 2.032245
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CURRICULUM VITAE

JONA P. SAB-IT
Monamon Norte, Bauko, Mountain Province
09096625656
jonasabit99@gmail.com

PERSONAL INFORMATION:
: Monamon Norte, Bauko, Mountain Province, Philippines

Date of Birth : September 6, 1999
: Bauko, Mountain Province, Philippines
Religion : Anglican

Sex : Female

Civil Status : Single

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

Cordillera Career Development College
Master of Arts in Education
2023 — Present

Tertiary Benguet State University
Bachelor of Elementary Education
Year Graduated — 2019

Secondary Tipunan National High School
Year Graduated — 2015

Elementary Monamon Elementary School
Year Graduated — 2011

WORK EXPERIENCES:
Teacher | (Permanent Teacher)
Monamon Elementary School

Monamon Norte, Bauko Mountain Province, Philippines
October 18, 2022 — Present
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GIP Intern

Bureau of Fire Protection Bauko Station
PESO-Bauko, Mountain Province, Philippines
June 16, 2022 - October 17, 2022

Teacher | (Substitute Teacher)

Monamon Elementary School

Monamon Norte, Bauko, Mountain Province, Philippines
September, 7, 2021- November 24, 2021

Statistical Researcher

Philippines Statistics Authority (PSA)
Bontoc, Mountain Province, Philippines
July 5, 2021 — August 05, 2021

RELEVANT SEMINARS/TRAININGS:

District Training-Workshop on Waste Recycling for Environmental Management and Protection Sum
Livelihood

Provincial Government of Mountain Province

Monamon Sur, Bauko, Mountain Province

September 14, 2020 — September 18, 2020

Information and Communication Technology
National Institute of Information Technology
Baguio City, Philippines

May 15, 2019 — May 26, 2019
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